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A sweeping, gorgeously written debut: a novel of duty to family and country, the dictates of passion, and
blood ties unraveling in the charged political climate of Berlin between the world wars.
 
Lev Perlmutter, an assimilated, cultured German Jew, enlists to fight in World War I, leaving behind his
gentile wife, Josephine, and their children, Franz and Vicki. Moving between Lev’s and Josephine’s points
of view, the first part of the novel focuses on Lev’s experiences on the Eastern Front—both in war and in
love—which render his life at home a pale aftermath by comparison. The second part of the novel takes us to
Berlin, 1927–28. Now young adults, the Perlmutter children grapple with their own questions: Franz, drawn
into the Nazi brown shirt movement, struggles with his unexpressed homosexuality; Vicki, seduced by the
Jazz Age and everything new, bobs her hair and falls in love with a young man who wants to take her to
Palestine.
 
Unlike many historical novels of its kind, The Empire of the Senses is not about the Holocaust but about the
juxtaposition of events that led to it, and about why it was unimaginable to ordinary people like Lev and his
wife. Plotted with meticulous precision and populated with characters who feel and dream to the fullest, it
holds us rapt as the tides of cultural loss and ethnic hatred come to coexist with those of love, passion, and
the power of the human spirit.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Thomas:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this The Empire of the Senses: A Novel.

Catherine Scott:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The Empire of the Senses: A Novel. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book The Empire
of the Senses: A Novel. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we
are able to open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Juan Gilbert:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The
Empire of the Senses: A Novel, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Patricia Humes:

The book The Empire of the Senses: A Novel has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just
before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this
book.
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