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A short history of piracy and capitalism

When capitalism spread along the trade routes toward the Indies…when radio opened an era of mass
communication . . . when the Internet became part of the global economy…pirates were there. And although
most people see pirates as solitary anarchists out to destroy capitalism, it turns out the opposite is true. They
are the ones who forge the path.

In The Pirate Organization, Rodolphe Durand and Jean-Philippe Vergne argue that piracy drives
capitalism’s evolution and foreshadows the direction of the economy. Through a rigorous yet engaging
analysis of the history and golden ages of piracy, the authors show how pirates form complex and
sophisticated organizations that change the course of capitalism. Surprisingly, pirate organizations also
behave in predictable ways: challenging widespread norms; controlling resources, communication, and
transportation; maintaining trade relationships with other communities; and formulating strategies favoring
speed and surprise. We could learn a lot from them—if only we paid more attention.

Durand and Vergne recommend that rather than trying to stamp out piracy, savvy entrepreneurs and
organizations should keep a sharp eye on the pirate space to stay successful as the game changes—and it
always does.

First published in French to great critical acclaim and commercial success as L’Organisation Pirate: Essai
sur l’évolution du capitalisme, this book shows that piracy is not random. It’s predictable, it cannot be
separated from capitalism, and it likely will be the source of capitalism’s continuing evolution.

Pirates, surprisingly, also behave in predictable ways: challenging widespread norms; controlling resources,
communication, and transportation; maintaining trade relationships with other communities; and formulating
strategies favoring speed and surprise.

And we can learn from them.

Durand and Vergne recommend that rather than trying to stamp out piracy, savvy companies should keep a
sharp eye on the pirate space. Only then can they detect how capitalism’s rules of engagement are
changing—and then revise their business practices to remain successful in the new game.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Schwan:

The book The Pirate Organization: Lessons from the Fringes of Capitalism can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book The Pirate
Organization: Lessons from the Fringes of Capitalism? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book The Pirate Organization: Lessons from the Fringes of Capitalism has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Johnathan Fuller:

This The Pirate Organization: Lessons from the Fringes of Capitalism book is not really ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information
you will get. That The Pirate Organization: Lessons from the Fringes of Capitalism without we comprehend
teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry The
Pirate Organization: Lessons from the Fringes of Capitalism can bring if you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone.
This The Pirate Organization: Lessons from the Fringes of Capitalism having fine arrangement in word along
with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Clifford Jones:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is The Pirate Organization: Lessons from the Fringes of Capitalism this e-book consist
a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some study when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Dennis Lewis:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and The Pirate Organization: Lessons from the Fringes of
Capitalism or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you



feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes The Pirate Organization: Lessons from the Fringes of Capitalism to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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