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In 1796, the Jews of St. Thomas founded the first Jewish congregation on this Caribbean island. By 1803,
new arrivals from England, France, and the neighboring islands of St. Eustatius and Curaçao increased the
original number from a handful of congregants to twenty-two families. Their small synagogue was destroyed
by fires and rebuilt several times. The congregation numbered sixty-four families by the time the present
synagogue was erected in 1833. It is by now the oldest synagogue in continuous use under the American
flag. The congregation was also among the first to receive copies of the new West London Reform liturgy
when it came out in 1841 and the first in this hemisphere to hold a Jewish confirmation ceremony, two years
later. In addition, the St. Thomas Synagogue has produced its own unique religious literature relating to
hurricanes!

While the synagogue has served for over 200 years as a central religious and social gathering place, the Jews
of St. Thomas have been highly mobile members of a progressive, cosmopolitan society that at times rivaled
any in the world. As an accepted part of the larger community, members were accomplished, model citizens
in a highly tolerant Danish colonial society. Jews took positions in government, served as auctioneers,
participated in the local Masonic lodges, and represented other countries as consuls in St. Thomas. As traders
in a mercantile culture, the Jews contributed to the activity of one of the world’s busiest harbors and played a
crucial role in St. Thomas’s nineteenth-century rise to prominence in the northern Caribbean.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Bedwell:

The feeling that you get from Through the Sands of Time (Brandeis Series in American Jewish History,
Culture, and Life) will be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more
you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Through the
Sands of Time (Brandeis Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) giving you joy feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read the item
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Through the Sands of Time
(Brandeis Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) instantly.

Michelle Johnson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is actually Through the Sands of Time (Brandeis Series in American Jewish History, Culture,
and Life).

Thomas Deleon:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
many books in the top checklist in your reading list will be Through the Sands of Time (Brandeis Series in
American Jewish History, Culture, and Life). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get
you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get
many advantages.

Kenneth Matson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,



many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Through the Sands of Time (Brandeis Series in
American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) can make you experience more interested to read.
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