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This original and significant contribution to the historiography of the civil rights movement and
education in the South details a dramatic and disturbing chapter in American cultural history.

The tradition of American public libraries is closely tied to the perception that these institutions are open to
all without regard to social background. Such was not the case in the segregated South, however, where
public libraries barred entry to millions of African Americans and provided tacit support for a culture of
white supremacy. A Right to Read is the first book to examine public library segregation from its origins in
the late 19th century through its end during the tumultuous years of the 1960s civil rights movement.
Graham focuses on Alabama, where African Americans, denied access to white libraries, worked to establish
and maintain their own "Negro branches." These libraries-separate but never equal-were always underfunded
and inadequately prepared to meet the needs of their constituencies.

By 1960, however, African Americans turned their attention toward desegregating the white public libraries
their taxes helped support. They carried out "read-ins" and other protests designed to bring attention and
judicial pressure upon the segregationists. Patterson Toby Graham contends that, for librarians, the civil
rights movement in their institutions represented a conflict of values that pitted their professional ethics
against regional mores. He details how several librarians in Alabama took the dangerous course of opposing
segregationists, sometimes with unsettling results.

This groundbreaking work built on primary evidence will have wide cross-disciplinary appeal. Students and
scholars of southern and African-American history, civil rights, and social science, as well as academic and
public librarians, will appreciate Graham's solid research and astute analysis.

Patterson Toby Graham is Head of Special Collections at the University

of Southern Mississippi. His research on library segregation has won four

awards, including the ALISE-Eugene Garfield Dissertation Award.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Bradley:

The book A Right to Read: Segregation and Civil Rights in Alabama's Public Libraries, 1900-1965 make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
examining a book A Right to Read: Segregation and Civil Rights in Alabama's Public Libraries, 1900-1965
to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a publication A Right to
Read: Segregation and Civil Rights in Alabama's Public Libraries, 1900-1965. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Janice Wilham:

This A Right to Read: Segregation and Civil Rights in Alabama's Public Libraries, 1900-1965 book is not
really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this
book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This particular A Right to Read: Segregation and Civil Rights in
Alabama's Public Libraries, 1900-1965 without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical
in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry A Right to Read: Segregation and Civil Rights in Alabama's
Public Libraries, 1900-1965 can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to
be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This A Right to Read: Segregation
and Civil Rights in Alabama's Public Libraries, 1900-1965 having good arrangement in word and layout, so
you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Rene Hudson:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this A Right to Read: Segregation and Civil
Rights in Alabama's Public Libraries, 1900-1965 book because this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Scott Hicks:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this A Right to Read: Segregation and
Civil Rights in Alabama's Public Libraries, 1900-1965 book written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still



hesitation A Right to Read: Segregation and Civil Rights in Alabama's Public Libraries, 1900-1965 as good
book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by
its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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