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Once upon a time - and the story begins.

Wherever people go they carry their personal and cultural stories with them. Storytelling is a mechanism for
reflecting on what it is to be human in time and space; a fairy tale compass to navigate the world. Whether
relayed around campfires or told in multi-million-dollar extravaganzas on the big screen, the impulse to tell
stories that help make sense of the world, engage with others, validate our existence, and guide us through
life lessons, is something essentially human.

Fairy tales endure because their messages still speak as strongly and clearly to people today as they ever did -
hidden within the metaphoric codes of princes, witches, curses and towers, insurmountable tasks, elaborate
tests and exaggerated trials. We all have the same dragons in our psyche, as Ursula K Le Guin once said.
Fairy tales tell us it is possible to face these dragons, these ogres of our darkest imaginings, and triumph over
them.

Australia is a story as well as a place. The Aboriginal place was telling itself for at least those sixty-thousand
years, while outside Australia existed only in the imaginations of people in the northern hemisphere, a Great
South Land below the equator. The shocking, defining moment in 1788 when the First Fleet landed fractured
the backbone of the story, and set off a whole galaxy of further plots and subplots that continue to play out.

A country's living, dreaming imagination is a concept about which Australia's First Peoples know so much
and speak so eloquently. We have inherited the stories of Europe, the tales of the brothers Grimm and the
Bible that came in the memories and books of settlers over the past two hundred years, and we are
increasingly integrating the stories of other cultures and civilisations in this region.

In Once Upon a Time in Oz, Griffith REVIEW holds up an enchanted mirror to explore the role of fairy and
folk tales across cultures in this country, and creates new ones. For many, coming to Australia meant leaving
centuries of fairy tales, myths and legends behind and falling painfully onto the hard and naked ground. How
did immigrants re-weave a cushion of stories encompassing the new narratives of place: the unforgiving
harsh landscape; the lost or stolen child; the gods and goddesses of sport; the heroes of war; outlaws and
larrikins and mateship; bushrangers and magic puddings? What are the tales that preoccupy, entertain and
guide the culture today in the land of Oz? How did they make their way here? What has happened to them
over time?

Once Upon a Time in Oz presents new stories by renowned writers including Cate Kennedy, Arnold Zable,
Ali Alizadeh, Tony Birch, Marion Halligan, Margo Lanagan and Bruce Pascoe. Other writers including Kate
Forsyth, Michelle Law, Jane Sullivan, Lucy Sussex and John Bryson examine through essay and memoir
some of the mysteries of storytelling. And David Rowe takes us 'Down the Abbott Hole' in a cartoon essay.
Once Upon a Time in Oz features Carmel Bird as contributing editor.

Julianne Schultz AM FAHA is the founding editor of Griffith REVIEW, Australia's most awarded and
extracted quarterly, produced by Griffith University and Text Publishing. She is a professor in the Griffith
Centre for Cultural Research, a member of the boards of the ABC and the Grattan Institute, and chair of the
Australian Film Television and Radio School. Julianne is an acclaimed author, and in 2009 became a
Member of the Order of Australia for services to journalism and the community.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tebo:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the book untitled Griffith REVIEW 42: Once Upon A Time In Oz can be fine book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Delbert Storey:

The book Griffith REVIEW 42: Once Upon A Time In Oz has a lot info on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
reading this book.

Joan Morris:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You can observe
that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to your
account is Griffith REVIEW 42: Once Upon A Time In Oz this reserve consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Christina Almonte:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Griffith REVIEW 42: Once Upon A
Time In Oz to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a
book and study it. Beside that the reserve Griffith REVIEW 42: Once Upon A Time In Oz can to be your
brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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