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Few literary innovations have exercised as much influence upon Christian attitudes toward internal diversity
as has the practice of organizing the names and alleged misdeeds of rival teachers into heresy catalogues. For
two millennia, followers of Jesus have employed the heresy catalogue as a powerful weapon in internal
struggles for legitimacy, authority, and supremacy. Despite its enduring popularity and influence within the
Christian tradition, the heresy catalogue remains an underappreciated polemical genre among historians of
early Christianity.

Guilt by Association explores the creation, publication, and circulation of heresy catalogues by second- and
early third-century Christians. Polemicists made use of these religious blacklists, which include the names of
heretical teachers along with summaries of their unsavory doctrines and nefarious misdeeds, in order to
discredit opponents and advocate their expulsion from the "authentic" Christianity community. The heresy
catalogue proved to be especially effective because it not only recast rival teachers as menacing adversaries,
but also reinforced such characterizations by organizing otherwise unaffiliated teachers into coherent
intellectual, social, and scholastic communities that are established and sustained by demonic powers.

Geoffrey Smith focuses especially on the earliest Christian heresy catalogues, including those found within
the works of Justin, Irenaeus, and Hegesippus, to shed new light upon the complex process through which
early Christianity took shape.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Haller:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Guilt by Association: Heresy Catalogues in
Early Christianity book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Elsie Fiala:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Guilt by Association: Heresy Catalogues in Early
Christianity can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

David Bostick:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Guilt by Association: Heresy Catalogues in Early
Christianity it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly
but this book features high quality.

Modesto Delarosa:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Guilt by Association: Heresy Catalogues in Early Christianity this e-book consist a
lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the



writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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