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Perico, or parrot, was what Dad called me sometimes. It was from a Mexican saying about a parrot that
complains how hot it is in the shade, while all along he's sitting inside an oven and doesn't know it....

For Manuel Hernandez, the year leading up to his test of courage, his initiation into a gang, is a time filled
with the pain and tension, awkwardness and excitement of growing up in a crazy world. His dad spends most
of his time and money at the local pool hall; his brother flips through jobs like a thumb through a deck of
cards; and his mom never stops cleaning the house, as though one day the rooms will be so spotless they'll
disappear into a sparkle, and she'll be free.

Manny's dad is always saying that people are like money--there are million- and thousand- and hundred-
dollar people out there, and to him, Manny is just a penny. But Manny wants to be more than a penny,
smarter than the parrot in the oven. He wants to find out what it means to be a vato firme, a guy to respect.

In this beautifully written novel, Victor Martinez gives readers a vivid portrait of one Mexican-American
boy's life. Manny's story is like a full-color home movie--sometimes funny, sometimes sad, but always
intensely original.For Manuel Hernandez, the year leading up to his test of courage, his initiation into a gang,
is a time filled with the pain and tension, awkwardness and excitement of growing up in a mixed-up, crazy
world. Manny’s dad is always calling him el perico, or parrot. It’s from a Mexican saying about a parrot that
complains how hot it is in the shade while all along he’s sitting inside the oven and doesn’t know it. But
Manny wants to be smarter than the parrot in the oven—he wants to find out what it means to be a vato
firme, a guy to respect. From an exciting new voice in Chicano literature, this is a beautifully written, vivid
portrait of one Mexican-American boy’s life.

1998 Pura Belpre Author Award
1996 Americas Award for Children’s and Young Adult Literature
1997 Books for the Teen Age (NY Public Library)
1996 National Book Award for Young People’s Literature
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From reader reviews:

Henrietta Roderick:

The book Parrot in the Oven: mi vida can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Parrot in the Oven: mi vida? A few of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Parrot in the Oven: mi vida has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Rene Pina:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Parrot in the Oven: mi vida
book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Richard Strohm:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Parrot in the Oven: mi vida your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The
Parrot in the Oven: mi vida giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Christopher Melendez:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Parrot in the Oven: mi vida is
simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.
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