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Defends political philosophy and social science against the rival claims of literature and literary criticism.

What is the proper role for literature in political thought and analysis? Can reading novels make us better
citizens of a liberal democratic society? What is the status of argument and reason in an academy dominated
by readings and redescriptions? Simon Stow identifies a potentially detrimental literary turn in the
contemporary academy, arguing that the study of literature and the study of politics have become somewhat
indistinguishable enterprises. Drawing on the work of Judith Butler, Terry Eagleton, Martha Nussbaum, and
Richard Rorty, he examines the problematic claims, circular reasoning, and misplaced assumptions that
underpin this disciplinary merging, and seeks to defend political philosophy and social science against the
rival claims of literature and literary criticism as sources of political insight and construction.

“Stow … meticulously analyses the main claims of the authors and thereby provides us with a valuable
companion to their works … Stow’s criticism of the four scholars is hard to refute and allows one to hope for
a response by those who are attacked.” — Political Studies Review

“Stow tackles a central issue and addresses it in a convincing and original way. He covers a wide range of
materials and yet cuts through the thicket with keen arguments and key distinctions. The politics of the
literary turn is a hugely important topic, and part of the significance of this work is that it groups together
many of the most important ‘postfoundational’ theorists as belonging to that movement.” — John E. Seery,
author of America Goes to College: Political Theory for the Liberal Arts

“Riveting and provocative, this book will interest political theorists, literary critics, and public intellectuals
alike.” — Cyrus Ernesto Zirakzadeh, author of Social Movements in Politics: A Comparative Study,
Expanded Edition

Simon Stow is Assistant Professor of Government at the College of William and Mary.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Pierce:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Republic of Readers?: The Literary Turn in Political
Thought and Analysis. Try to make the book Republic of Readers?: The Literary Turn in Political Thought
and Analysis as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Richard Crowe:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Republic of Readers?: The Literary
Turn in Political Thought and Analysis. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Grace Seals:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read
you can spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book Republic of Readers?: The Literary Turn in
Political Thought and Analysis it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The
price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

David Creason:

You can get this Republic of Readers?: The Literary Turn in Political Thought and Analysis by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose



proper ways for you.
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