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In this provocative and timely book, David Kennedy explores what can go awry when we put our
humanitarian yearnings into action on a global scale--and what we can do in response.

Rooted in Kennedy's own experience in numerous humanitarian efforts, the book examines campaigns for
human rights, refugee protection, economic development, and for humanitarian limits to the conduct of war.
It takes us from the jails of Uruguay to the corridors of the United Nations, from the founding of a non-
governmental organization dedicated to the liberation of East Timor to work aboard an aircraft carrier in the
Persian Gulf.

Kennedy shares the satisfactions of international humanitarian engagement--but also the disappointments of
a faith betrayed. With humanitarianism's new power comes knowledge that even the most well-intentioned
projects can create as many problems as they solve. Kennedy develops a checklist of the unforeseen
consequences, blind spots, and biases of humanitarian work--from focusing too much on rules and too little
on results to the ambiguities of waging war in the name of human rights. He explores the mix of altruism,
self-doubt, self-congratulation, and simple disorientation that accompany efforts to bring humanitarian
commitments to foreign settings.

Writing for all those who wish that "globalization" could be more humane, Kennedy urges us to think and
work more pragmatically.

A work of unusual verve, honesty, and insight, this insider's account urges us to embrace the freedom and the
responsibility that come with a deeper awareness of the dark sides of humanitarian governance.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Parker:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The Dark Sides of
Virtue: Reassessing International Humanitarianism suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer
in this era. Often the book untitled The Dark Sides of Virtue: Reassessing International Humanitarianismis
the main of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve.
This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world on this book.

Norman Eiland:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Dark Sides of Virtue: Reassessing
International Humanitarianism publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question
The Dark Sides of Virtue: Reassessing International Humanitarianism as good book not simply by the cover
but also by content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Kimberly Pratt:

Beside this specific The Dark Sides of Virtue: Reassessing International Humanitarianism in your phone, it
may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have The Dark Sides of Virtue: Reassessing International Humanitarianism
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss this? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Philip Martin:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Dark Sides of Virtue: Reassessing
International Humanitarianism can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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