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By the mid-eighteenth century, the transatlantic slave trade was considered to be a necessary and stabilizing
factor in the capitalist economies of Europe and the expanding Americas. Britain was the most influential
power in this system which seemed to have the potential for unbounded growth. In 1833, the British empire
became the first to liberate its slaves and then to become a driving force toward global emancipation. There
has been endless debate over the reasons behind this decision. This has been portrayed on the one hand as a
rational disinvestment in a foundering overseas system, and on the other as the most expensive per capita
expenditure for colonial reform in modern history.

In this work, Seymour Drescher argues that the plan to end British slavery, rather than being a timely escape
from a failing system, was, on the contrary, the crucial element in the greatest humanitarian achievement of
all time. The Mighty Experiment explores how politicians, colonial bureaucrats, pamphleteers, and scholars
taking anti-slavery positions validated their claims through rational scientific arguments going beyond moral
and polemical rhetoric, and how the infiltration of the social sciences into this political debate was designed
to minimize agitation on both sides and provide common ground. Those at the inception of the social
sciences, such as Adam Smith and Thomas Malthus, helped to develop these tools to create an argument that
touched on issues of demography, racism, and political economy. By the time British emancipation became
legislation, it was being treated as a massive social experiment, whose designs, many thought, had the
potential to change the world.

This study outlines the relationship of economic growth to moral issues in regard to slavery, and will appeal
to scholars of British history, nineteenth century imperial history, the history of slavery, and those interested
in the history of human rights.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Durham:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Mighty Experiment: Free Labor versus Slavery in
British Emancipation. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important any book The Mighty Experiment: Free Labor versus Slavery in British
Emancipation. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
can open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed
up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Agnes Figueroa:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Mighty Experiment: Free Labor versus Slavery in British Emancipation.

Luciana Findley:

Beside that The Mighty Experiment: Free Labor versus Slavery in British Emancipation in your phone, it
may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live
in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Mighty Experiment: Free Labor versus Slavery in British
Emancipation because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but
you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Douglas Johnson:

You may get this The Mighty Experiment: Free Labor versus Slavery in British Emancipation by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is



most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right
ways for you.
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