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With the originality and energy that have marked his earlier works, Eric Wolf now explores the historical
relationship of ideas, power, and culture. Responding to anthropology's long reliance on a concept of culture
that takes little account of power, Wolf argues that power is crucial in shaping the circumstances of cultural
production. Responding to social-science notions of ideology that incorporate power but disregard the ways
ideas respond to cultural promptings, he demonstrates how power and ideas connect through the medium of
culture.

Wolf advances his argument by examining three very different societies, each remarkable for its flamboyant
ideological expressions: the Kwakiutl Indians of the Northwest Pacific Coast, the Aztecs of pre-Hispanic
Mexico, and National Socialist Germany. Tracing the history of each case, he shows how these societies
faced tensions posed by ecological, social, political, or psychological crises, prompting ideological responses
that drew on distinctive, historically rooted cultural understandings. In each case study, Wolf analyzes how
the regnant ideology intertwines with power around the pivotal relationships that govern social labor.
Anyone interested in the history of anthropology or in how the social sciences make comparisons will want
to join Wolf in Envisioning Power.
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From reader reviews:

Rick Braden:

The book Envisioning Power: Ideologies of Dominance and Crisis can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Envisioning
Power: Ideologies of Dominance and Crisis? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book Envisioning Power: Ideologies of Dominance and Crisis has simple shape but you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Peter Robey:

The event that you get from Envisioning Power: Ideologies of Dominance and Crisis is a more deep you
searching the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Envisioning Power: Ideologies of Dominance and Crisis giving
you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
particular Envisioning Power: Ideologies of Dominance and Crisis instantly.

Shawn Martinez:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Envisioning Power: Ideologies of Dominance and Crisis, you are able to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Latricia Wynkoop:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Envisioning Power: Ideologies of
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