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The lais of Marie de France are a series of twelve short narrative Breton lais by the poet Marie de France.
They are written in the Anglo-Norman and were probably composed in the late 12th century. The short,
narrative poems generally focus on glorifying the concept of courtly love through the adventures of their
main characters. Despite her stature in Anglo-Norman literature and medieval French literature generally,
little is known of Marie herself, though it is thought that she was born in France and wrote in England.
 
Marie de France’s lais, told in octosyllabic, or eight syllable verse, are notable for their celebration of love,
individuality of character, and vividness of description – hallmarks of the emerging literature of the times.
Five different manuscripts contain one or more of the lais, but only one, Harley 978, a thirteenth-century
manuscript housed in the British Library, preserves all twelve. It has been suggested that if the author had
indeed arranged the Lais as presented in Harley 978, that she may have chosen this overall structure to
contrast the positive and negative actions that can result from love. In this manuscript, the odd lais —
“Guigemar”, “Le Fresne”, etc. — praise the characters who express love for other people. By comparison,
the even lais, such as “Equitan”, “Bisclavret” and so on, warn how love that is limited to oneself can lead to
misfortune.
 
The Harley 978 manuscript also includes a 56-line prologue in which Marie describes the impetus for her
composition of the lais. In the prologue, Marie writes that she was inspired by the example of the ancient
Greeks and Romans to create something that would be both entertaining and morally instructive. She also
states her desire to preserve for posterity the tales that she has heard. Two of Marie’s lais – “Lanval,” a very
popular work that was adapted several times over the years (including the Middle English Sir Launfal), and
“Chevrefoil” ("The Honeysuckle"), a short composition about Tristan and Iseult – mention King Arthur and
his Knights of the Round Table. Marie’s lais were precursors to later works on the subject, and Marie was
probably a contemporary of Chrétien de Troyes, another writer of Arthurian tales.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Cao:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question because just
their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on guardería until university need that French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de
France Queen of Rumania Marie to read.

Daniel Downey:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de France Queen of Rumania Marie.

Paul Dubose:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the book untitled French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de
France Queen of Rumania Marie can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Samuel Freeman:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving French Mediaeval Romances from
the Lays of Marie de France Queen of Rumania Marie that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading
as your good habit, you are able to pick French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de France



Queen of Rumania Marie become your own personal starter.
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