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In the mid-1800s, Spain experienced economic growth, political stabilization, and military revival, and the
country began to sense that it again could be a great global power. In addition to its desire for international
glory, Spain also was the only European country that continued to use slaves on plantations in Spanish-
controlled Cuba and Puerto Rico. Historically, Spain never had close ties to Washington, D.C., and Spain’s
hard feelings increased as it lost Latin America to the United States in independence movements. Clearly,
Spain shared many of the same feelings as the Confederate States of America during the American Civil
War, and it found itself in a unique position to aid the Confederacy since its territories lay so close to the
South. Diplomats on both sides, in fact, declared them “natural allies.” Yet, paradoxically, a close
relationship between Spain and the Confederacy was never forged.

In Spain and the American Civil War, Wayne H. Bowen presents the first comprehensive look at relations
between Spain and the two antagonists of the American Civil War. Using Spanish, United States and
Confederate sources, Bowen provides multiple perspectives of critical events during the Civil War, including
Confederate attempts to bring Spain and other European nations, particularly France and Great Britain, into
the war; reactions to those attempts; and Spain’s revived imperial fortunes in Africa and the Caribbean as it
tried to regain its status as a global power. Likewise, he documents Spain’s relationship with Great Britain
and France; Spanish thoughts of intervention, either with the help of Great Britain and France or alone; and
Spanish receptiveness to the Confederate cause, including the support of Prime Minister Leopoldo
O’Donnell.

Bowen’s in-depth study reveals how the situations, personalities, and histories of both Spain and the
Confederacy kept both parties from establishing a closer relationship, which might have provided critical
international diplomatic support for the Confederate States of America and a means through which Spain
could exact revenge on the United States of America.
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From reader reviews:

Leona Ferretti:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Spain and the American
Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) to read.

Jeff Jaco:

The actual book Spain and the American Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) will bring someone to
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Spain and the American Civil War
(SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Catherine Ng:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Spain and the American Civil War
(SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Spain and the
American Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) as good book not just by the cover but also through the
content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Marlin Peterson:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Spain and the American Civil War
(SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be very
first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the guide Spain and the
American Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone
and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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