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The last decades of the Ming dynasty, though plagued by chaos and destruction, saw a significant increase of
publications that examined advances in knowledge and technology. Among the numerous guides and
reference books that appeared during this period was a series of texts by Song Yingxing (1587–1666?), a
minor local official living in southern China. His Tiangong kaiwu, the longest and most prominent of these
works, documents the extraction and processing of raw materials and the manufacture of goods essential to
everyday life, from yeast and wine to paper and ink to boats, carts, and firearms.

            

In The Crafting of the 10,000 Things, Dagmar Schäfer probes this fascinating text and the legacy of its
author to shed new light on the development of scientific thinking in China, the purpose of technical writing,
and its role in and effects on Chinese history. Meticulously unfolding the layers of Song’s personal and
cultural life, Schäfer chronicles the factors that motivated Song to transform practical knowledge into written
culture. She then examines how Song gained, assessed, and ultimately presented knowledge, and in doing so
articulates this era’s approaches to rationality, truth, and belief in the study of nature and culture alike.
 Finally, Schäfer places Song’s efforts in conjunction with the work of other Chinese philosophers and
writers, before, during, and after his time, and argues that these writings demonstrate collectively a uniquely
Chinese way of authorizing technology as a legitimate field of scholarly concern and philosophical
knowledge.

Offering an overview of a thousand years of scholarship, The Crafting of the 10,000 Things explains the role
of technology and crafts in a culture that had an outstandingly successful tradition in this field and was a
crucial influence on the technical development of Europe on the eve of the Industrial Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

John Almanzar:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Crafting of the 10,000 Things: Knowledge and Technology in
Seventeenth-Century China. Try to the actual book The Crafting of the 10,000 Things: Knowledge and
Technology in Seventeenth-Century China as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when
you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by
the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jessie Adams:

The experience that you get from The Crafting of the 10,000 Things: Knowledge and Technology in
Seventeenth-Century China could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Crafting of the
10,000 Things: Knowledge and Technology in Seventeenth-Century China giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific The Crafting of the 10,000 Things:
Knowledge and Technology in Seventeenth-Century China instantly.

Margaret James:

This book untitled The Crafting of the 10,000 Things: Knowledge and Technology in Seventeenth-Century
China to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-
book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can
order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Donald Barber:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. With this modern
era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the The Crafting of the 10,000 Things: Knowledge and Technology in Seventeenth-Century China when you
required it?
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