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Paul Johnson and Sean Wilentz brilliantly recapture the forgotten story of Matthias the Prophet, imbuing
their richly researched account with the dramatic force of anovel.

In the hands of Johnson and Wilentz, the strange tale of Matthias opens a fascinating window into the
turbulent movements of the religious revival known as the Second Great Awakening--movements that swept
up great numbers of evangelical Americans and gave rise to new sects like the Mormons. Into this teeming
environment walked a down-and-out carpenter named Robert Matthews, who announced himself as
Matthias, prophet of the God of the Jews. His hypnotic personality drew in a cast of unforgettable
characters--the meekly devout businessman Elijah Pierson, who once tried to raise his late wife from the
dead; the young attractive Christian couple, Benjamin Folger and his wife Ann (who seduced the woman-
hating Prophet); and the shrewd ex-slave IsabellaVVan Wagenen, regarded by some as "the most wicked of
the wicked." None was more colorful than the Prophet himself, a bearded, thundering tyrant who gathered
his followersinto an absolutist household, using their money to buy an elaborate, eccentric wardrobe, and
reordering their marital relations. By the time the tensions within the kingdom exploded into a clash with the
law, Matthias had become a national scandal.
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From reader reviews:
Kim Bogdan:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the erawhich is aways change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
actually isyou don't know which you should start with. This The Kingdom of Matthias: A Story of Sex and
Salvation in 19th-Century Americais our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kevin House:

This The Kingdom of Matthias: A Story of Sex and Salvation in 19th-Century Americaare usually reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this The Kingdom of Matthias: A
Story of Sex and Salvation in 19th-Century America can be one of many great books you must haveis
actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that possibly will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Kingdom of Matthias. A
Story of Sex and Salvation in 19th-Century America forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So, let's
haveit and revel in reading.

Erick Graf:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games al day long. If you would liketry to find a new activity that's look different you can read the
book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
book. The book The Kingdom of Matthias: A Story of Sex and Salvation in 19th-Century Americait isvery
good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can
mOore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this book offers high
quality.

Donna Gamble:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading
isvery important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.



Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your abject. One of them is this The Kingdom of
Matthias: A Story of Sex and Salvation in 19th-Century America.
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