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In The Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories, acclaimed professor and historian
Eugene Taylor synthesizes the field’s first century and a half into a rich, highly readable account. Taylor
situates the dynamic school in its catalytic place in history, re-evaluating misunderstood figures and events,
re-creating the heady milieu of discovery as the concept of "mental science" dawns across Europe, revisiting
the widening rift between clinical and experimental study (or the couch and the lab) as early psychology
matured into legitimate science.

Gradual but vital evolutions form the heart of this chronicle: the ebb and flow of analytic theory and practice,
the shift from doctor-centered to client-centered therapy, the movement from exclusionary to
multidisciplinary, the evolving role of the therapist. And as can be expected from the author, there is special
emphasis on the sublime in psychology: the philosophy/psychology fusion of the New England
transcendentalists, the battle between spiritualism and science in 1880s America, and early versions of
today’s spiritually-attuned therapies. Pivotal concepts and key individuals covered are:

Charcot, Janet, and the origins of dynamic personality theory in the so-called French, Swiss, English, and●

American psychotherapeutic axis.
Person and personality: William James’s "radical empiricism"●

The rise of psychoanalysis: Freud, the Freudians, and the Neo-Freudians●

Adler and Jung, who were never "students" of Freud: Toward, within, and beyond the self●

Murray, Allport, and Lewin at Harvard in the 30s●

Culture and personality, pastoral counseling, and Gestalt Psychology in New York in the ‘40s and ‘50s●

An Existential-humanistic and Transpersonally oriented depth psychology in the 60s●

The current era: "science confronts itself", as neuroscience enters the picture.●

Students of psychology and its history will find in this inspiring narrative both possibilities for further study
and a new appreciation of their own work. The Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories
is a stimulating course conducted by a master teacher.
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From reader reviews:

Jerald Elliott:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in writing, they
also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this The Mystery of Personality: A
History of Psychodynamic Theories (Library of the History of Psychological Theories).

Patricia Lopez:

This The Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories (Library of the History of
Psychological Theories) is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for
you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information
accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Mystery of Personality: A
History of Psychodynamic Theories (Library of the History of Psychological Theories) in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer
you world in ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Dennis Ross:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This particular The Mystery of Personality: A History of
Psychodynamic Theories (Library of the History of Psychological Theories) can give you a lot of buddies
because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting
person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? Let's have The Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories (Library of the
History of Psychological Theories).

Gregory Medina:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but



nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories (Library of
the History of Psychological Theories) can make you experience more interested to read.
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