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All the World an Icon is the fourth book in an informal "quartet” of works by Tom Cheetham on the
spirituality of Henry Corbin, a major twentieth-century scholar of Sufism and colleague of C. G. Jung, whose
influence on contemporary religion and the humanities is beginning to become clear. Cheetham's books have
helped spark arenewed interest in the work of thisimportant, creative religious thinker.

Henry Corbin (1903-1978) was professor of Islamic religion at the Sorbonne in Paris and director of the
department of Iranic studies at the Institut Franco-Iranien in Teheran. His wide-ranging work includes the
first tranglations of Heidegger into French, studiesin Swedenborg and Boehme, writings on the Grail and
angelology, and definitive translations of Persian |slamic and Sufi texts. He introduced such seminal terms as
"the imaginal realm" and "theophany" into Western thought, and his use of the Shi'ite idea of ta'wil or
"spiritual interpretation™ influenced psychologist James Hillman and the literary critic Harold Bloom. His
books were read by a broad range of poetsincluding Charles Olson and Robert Duncan, and hisimpact on
American poetry, says Cheetham, has yet to be fully appreciated. His published titlesin English include
Creative Imagination in the Sufism of Ibn Arabi, Avicenna and the Visionary Recital, and The Man of Light
in Iranian Sufism.

Asthe religions of the Book place the divine Word at the center of creation, the importance of hermaneutics,
the theory and practice of interpretation, cannot be overstated. In the theology and spirituality of Henry
Corbin, the mystical heart of this tradition isto be found in the creative, active imagination; the alchemy of
spiritual development is best understood as a story of the soul's search for the Lost Speech. Cheetham
eloguently demonstrates Corbin's view that the living interpretation of texts, whether divine or human—or,
indeed, of the world itself seen asthe Text of Creation—is the primary task of spiritual life.

In hisfirst three books on Corbin, Cheetham explores different aspects of Corbin's work, but has saved for
this book hisfinal analysis of what Corbin meant by the Arabic term ta'wil—perhaps the most important
concept in hisentire oeuvre. "Any consideration of how Corbin's ideas were adapted by others has to begin
with aclear idea of what Corbin himself intended,” writes Cheetham; "his own intellectual and spiritual
cosmos s aready highly complex and eclectic and a knowledge of his particular philosophical project is
crucia for understanding the range and implications of hiswork." Cheetham lays out the implications of
ta'wil aswell asthe use of language as integral part of any artistic or spiritual practice, with the view that the
creative imagination is a fundamentally linguistic phenomenon for the Abrahamic religions, and, as Corbin
tells us, prayer is the supreme form of creative imagination.
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From reader reviews:
Judy Brewer:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
thiskind of aren't like that. This All the World an Icon: Henry Corbin and the Angelic Function of Beings
book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange
for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer of All the World an Icon: Henry Corbin and the Angelic Function of Beings content conveys
prospect easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different asit. So, do you continue to thinking All the World an Icon: Henry Corbin and the
Angelic Function of Beingsis not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Judy Marinez:

The knowledge that you get from All the World an Icon: Henry Corbin and the Angelic Function of Beings
could be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but All the World an Icon: Henry
Corbin and the Angelic Function of Beings giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of thise-
book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having thiskind of All the World an Icon: Henry Corbin and the Angelic Function of Beings
instantly.

CarlaHdton:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. Y ou can view that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended for you is All the World an Icon: Henry Corbin and the Angelic Function of Beings
this e-book consist alot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That iswhy this book
acceptable all of you.

Lillian Trimmer:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now



there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Y eah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this All the World an Icon: Henry Corbin and the Angelic Function of
Beings can make you really feel more interested to read.
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