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What does it mean to say something is beautiful? On the one hand, beauty is associated with erotic attraction;
on the other, it is the primary category in aesthetics, and it is widely supposed that the proper response to a
work of art is one of objective contemplation. At its core, then, beauty is a contested concept, and both sides
feel comfortable appealing to the authority of Plato, and via him, to the ancient Greeks generally. So, who is
right-if either?

Beauty offers an elegant investigation of ancient Greek notions of beauty and, in the process, sheds light on
how we ought to appreciate the artistic achievements of the classical world. The book opens by reexamining
the commonly held notion that the ancient Greeks possessed no term that can be unambiguously defined as
"beauty" or "beautiful." Author David Konstan discusses a number of Greek approximations before
positioning the heretofore unexamined term k?llos as the key to bridging the gap between beauty and desire,
and tracing its evolution as applied to physical beauty, art, literature, and more. The book then examines
corresponding terms in Biblical Hebrew and ancient Latin literature to highlight the survival of Greek ideas
in the Latin West. The final chapter compares the ancient Greek conception of beauty with modern notions
of beauty and aesthetics. In particular, it focuses on the reception of classical Greek art in the Renaissance
and how Vasari and his contemporaries borrowed from Plato the sense that the beauty in art was
transcendental, but left out the erotic dimension of viewing. Even if Greece was the inspiration for modern
aesthetic ideals, this study illustrates how the Greek view of the relationship between beauty and desire was
surprisingly consistent-and different from our own. This fascinating and magisterial exploration makes it
possible to identify how the Greeks thought of beauty, what it was that attracted them, and what their
perceptions can still tell us about art, love, desire-and beauty.
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From reader reviews:

Winnie Logan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Beauty: The Fortunes of an Ancient Greek Idea (Onassis Series in
Hellenic Culture). Try to stumble through book Beauty: The Fortunes of an Ancient Greek Idea (Onassis
Series in Hellenic Culture) as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really
feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself.
The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's
make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Alice Walker:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Beauty: The Fortunes
of an Ancient Greek Idea (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Micheal Goggin:

The book untitled Beauty: The Fortunes of an Ancient Greek Idea (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) is the
reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to
you. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Beauty: The Fortunes of an Ancient Greek Idea
(Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Peter Lombard:

You may spend your free time to study this book this book. This Beauty: The Fortunes of an Ancient Greek
Idea (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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