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Gregory the Great (bishop of Rome from 590 to 604) is one of the most significant figures in the history of
Christianity. His theological works framed medieval Christian attitudes toward mysticism, exegesis, and the
role of the saints in the life of the church. The scale of Gregory's administrative activity in both the ecclesial
and civic affairs of Rome also helped to make possible the formation of the medieval papacy. Gregory
disciplined malcontent clerics, negotiated with barbarian rulers, and oversaw the administration of massive
estates that employed thousands of workers. Scholars have often been perplexed by the two sides of
Gregory—the monkish theologian and the calculating administrator. George E. Demacopoulos's study is the
first to advance the argument that there is a clear connection between the pontiff's thought and his actions.
By exploring unique aspects of Gregory's ascetic theology, wherein the summit of Christian perfection is
viewed in terms of service to others, Demacopoulos argues that the very aspects of Gregory's theology that
made him distinctive were precisely the factors that structured his responses to the practical crises of his day.
With a comprehensive understanding of Christian history that resists the customary bifurcation between
Christian East and Christian West, Demacopoulos situates Gregory within the broader movements of
Christianity and the Roman world that characterize the shift from late antiquity to the early Middle Ages.
This fresh reading of Gregory's extensive theological and practical works underscores the novelty and
nuance of Gregory as thinker and bishop.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Moss:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Gregory the Great: Ascetic, Pastor, and First Man of Rome book is
readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer associated with Gregory the Great: Ascetic, Pastor, and First Man of Rome content conveys objective
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Gregory the Great: Ascetic, Pastor, and First Man
of Rome is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Mindy Arredondo:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Gregory the Great: Ascetic, Pastor,
and First Man of Rome that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
may pick Gregory the Great: Ascetic, Pastor, and First Man of Rome become your own starter.

Hannah Norton:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The Gregory the Great: Ascetic, Pastor, and First Man of Rome offer you a new
experience in examining a book.

Robert Lofton:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Gregory the Great: Ascetic, Pastor, and First Man of
Rome can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Gregory the Great: Ascetic, Pastor,
and First Man of Rome.
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