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Few of the really important episodes of English history are so short, sudden, and dramatic as the great
insurrection of June 1381, which still bears in most histories its old and not very accurate title of ‘ Wat
Tyler’s Rebellion’. Only a short month separates the first small riot in Essex, with which the rising started,
from the final petty skirmish in East Anglia at which the last surviving band of insurgents was ridden down
and scattered to the winds. But within the space that intervened between May 30 and June 28, 1381, half
England had been aflame, and for some days it had seemed that the old order of things was about to crash
down in red ruin, and that complete anarchy would supervene. To most contemporary writers the whole
rising seemed an inexplicable phenomenon—a storm that arose out of a mere nothing, an ignorant riot
against a harsh and unpopular tax, such as had often been seen before. But this storm assumed vast
dimensions, spread over the whole horizon, swept down on the countryside with the violence of a typhoon,
threatened universal destruction, and then suddenly passed away almost as inexplicably as it had arisen. The
monastic chroniclers, to whom we owe most of our descriptions of the rebellion— Walsingham and his
fellows—were not the men to understand the meaning of such a phenomenon; they were annalists, not
political philosophers or students of social statics. They only half comprehended the meaning of what they
had seen, and were content to explain the rebellion as the work of Satan, or the result of an outbreak of sheer
insanity on the part of the labouring classes. When grudges and discontents have been working for many
years above or below the surface, and then suddenly flare up into a wholesale conflagration, the ordinary
observer is puzzled as well as terrified. All the causes of the great insurrection, save the Poll-tax which
precipitated it, had been operating for a long time. Why was the particular month of June 1381 the moment at
which they passed from causes into effects, and effects of such a violent and unexpected kind? What the
Poll-tax was, and why it was so unpopular, we shall soon see. But its relation to the rebellion is merely the
same as that of the greased cartridges to the Indian Mutiny of 1857. It brought about the explosion, but was
only one of its smaller causes. Things had been working up for trouble during many years—only a good cry,
a common grievance which united all malcontents, was needed to bring matters to a head. This was what the
Polltax provided…
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From reader reviews:

Patrina Eaton:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has different type.
Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they have because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you'll have
this The Great Revolt of 1381.

Sandra Passmore:

This The Great Revolt of 1381 are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this The Great Revolt of 1381 can be one of many great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that probably
will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Great Revolt of
1381 giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Oliver Lyle:

This book untitled The Great Revolt of 1381 to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to
past this e-book from your list.

Jack Caldwell:

Precisely why? Because this The Great Revolt of 1381 is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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