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Not since Pearl Harbor has an American president gone to Congress to request a declaration of war.
Nevertheless, since then, one president after another, from Truman to Obama, has ordered American troops
into wars all over the world. From Korea to Vietnam, Panama to Grenada, Lebanon to Bosnia, Afghanistan
to Iraq—why have presidents sidestepped declarations of war? Marvin Kalb, former chief diplomatic
correspondent for CBS and NBC News, explores this key question in his thirteenth book about the
presidency and U.S. foreign policy.

Instead of a declaration of war, presidents have justified their war-making powers by citing "commitments,"
private and public, made by former presidents. Many of these commitments have been honored, but some
betrayed. Surprisingly, given the tight U.S.-Israeli relationship, Israeli leaders feel that at times they have
been betrayed by American presidents. Is it time for a negotiated defense treaty between the United States
and Israel as a way of substituting for a string of secret presidential commitments?

From Israel to Vietnam, presidential commitments have proven to be tricky and dangerous. For example, one
president after another committed the United States to the defense of South Vietnam, often without
explanation. Over the years, these commitments mushroomed into national policy, leading to a war costing
58,000 American lives. Few in Congress or the media chose to question the war's provenance or legitimacy,
until it was too late. No president saw the need for a declaration of war, considering one to be old-fashioned.

The word of a president can morph into a national commitment. It can become the functional equivalent of a
declaration of war. Therefore, whenever a president "commits"the United States to a policy or course of
action with, or increasingly without, congressional approval, watch out—the White House may be setting the
nation on a road toward war.

The Road to War was a 2013 Foreword Reviews honorable mention in the subject of War & Military.
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From reader reviews:

Ralph Humphries:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Road to War: Presidential Commitments Honored and Betrayed. Try
to the actual book The Road to War: Presidential Commitments Honored and Betrayed as your good friend.
It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Aaron Eldred:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Road to War: Presidential Commitments Honored and
Betrayed. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important some sort of book The Road to War: Presidential Commitments Honored and Betrayed. You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
study.

Ryan Walker:

You will get this The Road to War: Presidential Commitments Honored and Betrayed by visit the bookstore
or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.

Dennis Bales:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which
filled update of news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to
spread out your book? Or just searching for the The Road to War: Presidential Commitments Honored and
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