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Each year, more than two million pilgrims from over 100 countries converge on the holy city of Mecca to
reenact the ritual dramas that Muslims have been performing for centuries. Making the hajj is one of the
most important duties in the life of a Muslim. The pilgrimage-and its impact on international politics-is
enormous and growing every year, yet Westerners know virtually nothing about it. What is the hajj and what
does it mean? Who are the hajjis? What do they do and say in Mecca and how do they interpret their
experiences? Who runs the hajj and what are their political objectives? How does the hajj encourage
international cooperation among Muslims and can it also promote harmony between Islam and the West? In
Guests of God, Robert R. Bianchi seeks to answer these and many other questions. While it is first and
foremost a religious festival, he shows, the hajj is also very much a political event. The Muslim worlds
leading multinational organization, the Organization of the Islamic Conference, has established the first
international regime explicitly devoted to pilgrimage. Every large Muslim nation has developed a
comprehensive hajj policy and a powerful bureaucracy to enforce it. Yet, Bianchi argues, no authority-
secular or religious, national or international-can really control the hajj. Pilgrims believe that they are entitled
to travel freely to Mecca as Guests of God-not as guests of any nation or organization that might wish to
restrict or profit from their efforts to fulfill a fundamental religious obligation. Drawing on his personal
experience as a pilgrim and a wealth of data gathered over the course of ten years of research, Bianchi has
produced a fascinating look at the hajj filled with personal, candid stories from political and religious leaders
and hajjis from all walks of life. A wide-ranging study of Islam, politics, and power, Guests of God is the
most complete picture of the hajj available anywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Kaufman:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this
Guests of God: Pilgrimage and Politics in the Islamic World.

Roger Johnson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Guests of God: Pilgrimage and Politics in the Islamic World
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.

Rachel Leadbetter:

The book untitled Guests of God: Pilgrimage and Politics in the Islamic World contain a lot of information
on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement
all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous
author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Jack Rolfes:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go
to there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Guests of God: Pilgrimage and Politics in the Islamic World can make you
sense more interested to read.
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