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We know that trauma can leave syndromes in its wake. But can the anticipation of violence be a form of
violence as well? Tense Future argues that it can-that twentieth-century war technologies and practices,
particularly the aerial bombing of population centers, introduced non-combatants to a coercive and
traumatizing expectation. During wartime, civilians braced for the next raid; during peacetime they braced
for the next war. The pre-traumatic stress they experienced permeates the centurys public debates and
cultural works. In a series of groundbreaking readings, Saint-Amour illustrates how air war prophets
theorized the wounding power of anticipation, how archive theory changed course in wars shadow, and how
speculative fiction conjured visions of a civilizational collapse that would end literacy itself. And in this
books central chapters, he shows us how Ford Madox Ford, Robert Musil, James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, and
other interwar modernist writers faced the memory of one war and the prospect of another, some by pitting
their fictions encyclopedic scale and formal turbulence against total war, others by conceding wars
inevitability while refusing to long for a politically regressive peace. Total war: a conflict that exempts no
one, disregarding any difference between soldier and civilian. Tense Future forever alters our understanding
of the concept of total war by tracing its emergence during the First World War, its incubation in air power
theory between the wars, and above all its profound partiality. For total war, during most of the twentieth
century, meant conflict between imperial nation states; it did not include the violence those states routinely
visited on colonial subjects during peacetime. Tacking back and forth between metropole and colony,
between world war and police action, Saint-Amour describes the interwar refashioning of a world system of
violence-production, one that remains largely intact in our own moment of perpetual interwar.
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From reader reviews:

James Benavidez:

The book Tense Future: Modernism, Total War, Encyclopedic Form will bring one to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read,
this book very suitable to you. The book Tense Future: Modernism, Total War, Encyclopedic Form is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read
the book.

Jennifer Larson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Tense Future: Modernism, Total War, Encyclopedic Form can be your answer
since it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Jimmy Hostetter:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
the books in the top list in your reading list is usually Tense Future: Modernism, Total War, Encyclopedic
Form. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Karen Schanz:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know everything
we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Tense Future: Modernism, Total War, Encyclopedic Form was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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