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Literary history generally locates the primary movement toward poetic innovation in twentieth-century
modernism, an impulse carried out against a supposedly enervated “late-Romantic” poetry of the nineteenth
century. The original essays in Active Romanticism challenge this interpretation by tracing the fundamental
continuities between Romanticism’s poetic and political radicalism and the experimental movements in
poetry from the late-nineteenth-century to the present day.

 

According to editors July Carr and Jeffrey C. Robinson, “active romanticism” is a poetic response, direct or
indirect, to pressing social issues and an attempt to redress forms of ideological repression; at its core,
“active romanticism” champions democratic pluralism and confronts ideologies that suppress the evidence of
pluralism. “Poetry fetter’d, fetters the human race,” declared poet William Blake at the beginning of the
nineteenth century. No other statement from the era of the French Revolution marks with such terseness the
challenge for poetry to participate in the liberation of human society from forms of inequality and
invisibility. No other statement insists so vividly that a poetic event pushing for social progress demands the
unfettering of traditional, customary poetic form and language.

 

Bringing together work by well-known writers and critics, ranging from scholarly studies to poets’
testimonials, Active Romanticism shows Romantic poetry not to be the sclerotic corpse against which the
avant-garde reacted but rather the well-spring from which it flowed.

 

Offering a fundamental rethinking of the history of modern poetry, Carr and Robinson have grouped together
in this collection a variety of essays that confirm the existence of Romanticism as an ongoing mode of poetic
production that is innovative and dynamic, a continuation of the nineteenth-century Romantic tradition, and a
form that reacts and renews itself at any given moment of perceived social crisis. Cover image: Ruckenfigur
by Susan Bee, 2013, oil on linen, 24 x 30 in.

 

Contributors: Dan Beachy-Quick / Julie Carr / Jacques Darras / Rachel Blau DuPlessis / Judith Goldman /
Simon Jarvis / Andrew Joron / Nigel Leask / Jennifer Moxley / Bob Perelman / Jeffrey C. Robinson / Jerome
Rothenberg / Elizabeth Willis / and Heriberto Yépez
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From reader reviews:

Herman Deans:

The event that you get from Active Romanticism: The Radical Impulse in Nineteenth-Century and
Contemporary Poetic Practice (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) is the more deep you searching the
information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but Active Romanticism: The Radical Impulse in Nineteenth-Century and
Contemporary Poetic Practice (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because
the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this Active Romanticism: The Radical Impulse in Nineteenth-Century
and Contemporary Poetic Practice (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) instantly.

William Johnson:

The book untitled Active Romanticism: The Radical Impulse in Nineteenth-Century and Contemporary
Poetic Practice (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can
see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of Active Romanticism: The Radical Impulse in Nineteenth-Century and Contemporary Poetic Practice
(Modern & Contemporary Poetics) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Daniel Starnes:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
long to reading a guide. The book Active Romanticism: The Radical Impulse in Nineteenth-Century and
Contemporary Poetic Practice (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Darrin Russell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is



very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Active
Romanticism: The Radical Impulse in Nineteenth-Century and Contemporary Poetic Practice (Modern &
Contemporary Poetics).
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