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“We’re becoming like Europe.” This expression captures many Americans’ sense that something has
changed in American economic life since the Great Recession’s onset in 2008: that an economy once
characterized by commitments to economic liberty, rule of law, limited government, and personal
responsibility has drifted in a distinctly “European” direction.

Americans see, across the Atlantic, European economies faltering under enormous debt; overburdened
welfare states; governments controlling close to fifty percent of the economy; high taxation; heavily
regulated labor markets; aging populations; and large numbers of public-sector workers. They also see a
European political class seemingly unable—and, in some cases, unwilling—to implement economic reform,
and seemingly more concerned with preserving its own privileges. Looking at their own society, Americans
are increasingly asking themselves: “Is this our future?”

In Becoming Europe, Samuel Gregg examines economic culture—the values and institutions that inform our
economic priorities—to explain how European economic life has drifted in the direction of what Alexis de
Tocqueville called “soft despotism,” and the ways in which similar trends are manifesting themselves in the
United States. America, Gregg argues, is not yet Europe; the good news is that economic decline need not be
its future. The path to recovery lies in the distinctiveness of American economic culture. Yet there are
ominous signs that some of the cultural foundations of America’s historically unparalleled economic success
are being corroded in ways that are not easily reversible—and the European experience should serve as the
proverbial canary in the coal mine.
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From reader reviews:

Hallie Cathey:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just their
can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
jardín de infancia until university need this Becoming Europe: Economic Decline, Culture, and How
America Can Avoid a European Future to read.

Danny Exum:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Becoming Europe: Economic Decline, Culture, and How America Can Avoid a European Future, you
are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a book.

Maranda Shoemaker:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Becoming Europe: Economic Decline, Culture, and How America Can Avoid a European Future
provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Angela Rodriguez:

Beside this specific Becoming Europe: Economic Decline, Culture, and How America Can Avoid a
European Future in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an
aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Becoming Europe: Economic Decline,
Culture, and How America Can Avoid a European Future because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come



on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from
right now!
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