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In ancient Greece, the spoken word connoted power, whether in the free speech accorded to citizens or in the
voice of the poet, whose song was thought to know no earthly bounds. But how did silence fit into the mental
framework of a society that valued speech so highly? Here Silvia Montiglio provides the first comprehensive
investigation into silence as a distinctive and meaningful phenomenon in archaic and classical Greece.
Arguing that the notion of silence is not a universal given but is rather situated in a complex network of
associations and values, Montiglio seeks to establish general principles for understanding silence through
analyses of cultural practices, including religion, literature, and law.

Unlike the silence of a Christian before an ineffable God, which signifies the uselessness of words, silence in
Greek religion paradoxically expresses the power of logos--for example, during prayer and sacrifice, it
serves as a shield against words that could offend the gods. Montiglio goes on to explore silence in the world
of the epic hero, where words are equated with action and their absence signals paralysis or tension in power
relationships. Her other examples include oratory, a practice in which citizens must balance their words with
silence in very complex ways in order to show that they do not abuse their right to speak. Inquiries into lyric
poetry, drama, medical writings, and historiography round out this unprecedented study, revealing silence as
a force in its own right.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Obrien:

Often the book Silence in the Land of Logos has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily
after perusing this book.

Gloria Lockwood:

This Silence in the Land of Logos is great e-book for you because the content which is full of information for
you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
information accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Silence in the Land
of Logos in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that
no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Joan Stump:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Silence in the Land of Logos offer you a new experience in examining a book.

David Swanson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Silence in the Land of Logos can give you a lot
of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer
you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Silence in the Land of Logos.
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