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This finely illustrated book offers a simple yet comprehensive 'grammar' of a new discipline. Performance
Art first became popular in the fifties when artists began creating 'happenings'. Since then the artist as a
performer has challenged many of the accepted rules of the theatre and radically altered our notion of what
constitutes visual art. This is the first publication to outline the essential characteristics of the field and to put
forward a method for teaching the subject as a discipline distinct from dance, drama, painting or sculpture.
Taking the theory of primary and secondary colours as his model, Anthony Howell posits three primaries of
action and shows how these may be mixed to obtain a secondary range of actions. Based on a taught course,
the system is designed for practical use in the studio and is also entertaining to explore. Examples are cited
from leading performance groups and practitioners such as Bobbie Baker, Orlan, Stelarc, Annie Sprinkle,
Robert Wilson, Goat Island, and Station House Opera.
This volume, however, is not just an illustrated grammar of action - it also shows how the syntax of that
grammar has psychoanalytic repercussions. This enables the performer to relate the system to lived
experience, ensuring a realisation that meaning is being dealt with through these actions and that the stystem
set forth is more than a dry structuring of the characteristics of movement.
Freud's notion of 'transference' and Lacan's understanding of 'repetition' are compared to a performer's usage
of the same terms. Thus the book provides a psychoanalytic critique of performance at the same time as it
outlines an efficient method for creating live work on both fine art and theatre courses.
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From reader reviews:

Olga Harrington:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a book. The book The Analysis of Performance Art: A Guide to its Theory and Practice
(Contemporary Theatre Studies) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this
book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The
price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Dale Hollander:

This The Analysis of Performance Art: A Guide to its Theory and Practice (Contemporary Theatre Studies)
is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
small amount of digest in reading this The Analysis of Performance Art: A Guide to its Theory and Practice
(Contemporary Theatre Studies) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for
your better life and knowledge.

Wilma Baca:

You will get this The Analysis of Performance Art: A Guide to its Theory and Practice (Contemporary
Theatre Studies) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your
solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own
ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Lori Roth:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but



nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Analysis of Performance Art: A Guide to its Theory and Practice (Contemporary
Theatre Studies) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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