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In this provocative book Éric Rebillard challenges many long-held assumptions about early Christian burial
customs. For decades scholars of early Christianity have argued that the Church owned and operated burial
grounds for Christians as early as the third century. Through a careful reading of primary sources including
legal codes, theological works, epigraphical inscriptions, and sermons, Rebillard shows that there is little
evidence to suggest that Christians occupied exclusive or isolated burial grounds in this early period.

In fact, as late as the fourth and fifth centuries the Church did not impose on the faithful specific rituals for
laying the dead to rest. In the preparation of Christians for burial, it was usually next of kin and not
representatives of the Church who were responsible for what form of rite would be celebrated, and evidence
from inscriptions and tombstones shows that for the most part Christians didn't separate themselves from
non-Christians when burying their dead. According to Rebillard it would not be until the early Middle Ages
that the Church gained control over burial practices and that "Christian cemeteries" became common.

In this translation of Religion et Sépulture: L?église, les vivants et les morts dans l?Antiquité tardive,
Rebillard fundamentally changes our understanding of early Christianity. The Care of the Dead in Late
Antiquity will force scholars of the period to rethink their assumptions about early Christians as separate
from their pagan contemporaries in daily life and ritual practice.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Osburn:

The book The Care of the Dead in Late Antiquity (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology) gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book
can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If
you can make examining a book The Care of the Dead in Late Antiquity (Cornell Studies in Classical
Philology) to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a
guide The Care of the Dead in Late Antiquity (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Julia Faulkner:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Care of the Dead in Late
Antiquity (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology) book since this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Mark Carlton:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Care of the Dead in Late
Antiquity (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for
the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you can pick The Care of the Dead in Late Antiquity (Cornell Studies in
Classical Philology) become your own starter.

Sheri Williams:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Care of the Dead in Late
Antiquity (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology) is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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