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The poultry processing industry in El Dorado, Arkansas, was an economic powerhouse in the latter half of
the twentieth century. It was the largest employer in the interconnected region of South Arkansas and North
Louisiana surrounding El Dorado, and the fates of many related companies and farms depended on its
continued financial success. We Just Keep Running the Line is the story of the rise of the poultry processing
industry in El Dorado and the labor force -- composed primarily of black women -- upon which it came to
rely.

At a time when agricultural jobs were in decline and Louisiana stood at the forefront of rising anti-welfare
sentiment, much of the work available in the area went to men, driving women into less attractive, labor-
intensive jobs. LaGuana Gray argues that the justification for placing African American women in the
lowest-paying and most dangerous of these jobs, like poultry processing, derives from longstanding
mischaracterizations of black women by those in power. In evaluating the perception of black women as
"less" than white women -- less feminine, less moral, less deserving of social assistance, and less invested in
their families' and communities' well-being -- Gray illuminates the often-exploitative nature of southern
labor, the growth of the agribusiness model of food production, and the role of women of color in such food
industries.

Using collected oral histories to allow marginalized women of color to tell their own stories and to contest
and reshape narratives commonly used against them, We Just Keep Running the Line explores the physical
and psychological toll this work took on black women, analyzing their survival strategies and their fight to
retain their humanity in an exploitative industry.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Martinez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled We Just Keep
Running the Line: Black Southern Women and the Poultry Processing Industry? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Walter Gagne:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide We Just Keep Running the Line: Black
Southern Women and the Poultry Processing Industry will make you to be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or appropriate book with you?

Mary Logsdon:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this We Just
Keep Running the Line: Black Southern Women and the Poultry Processing Industry.

Delilah Jordan:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
With the book We Just Keep Running the Line: Black Southern Women and the Poultry Processing Industry
we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a
book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this
time book We Just Keep Running the Line: Black Southern Women and the Poultry Processing Industry.
You can more attractive than now.
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