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One of our earliest surviving Greek tragedies, Aeschylus' Seven Against Thebes is an extraordinarily rich
poetic text. It dramatises the civil war between the sons of Oedipus Polynices - the exile, and Eteocles -
reigning king of Thebes. Polynices marches on Thebes to regain his throne along with six other champion
warriors and their armies, but the expedition is doomed, and the meaning of Oedipus' enigmatic curse on his
sons ultimately becomes clear through their simultaneous fratricide and the extinction of the Theban house.
This book places the drama within the context of the connected trilogy of which it was a part. It investigates
the play's tensions between city and family and the omnipresence of curse and ritual within the religious and
political environment of fifth century Greece. The drama's focus on the world of male warriors, and its stark
opposition of the sexes through the female Chorus, is analysed in terms of warrior ideology in epic and
Greek understanding of appropriate behaviour. Finally, it explores the complex legacy of the play through its
influence on Sophocles and Euripides, and shows how the drama's condemnation of civil war has been
exploited as an analogue for events in modern history.

This is part of a series of accessible introductions to ancient tragedies. Each volume discusses the main
themes of a play and the central developments in modern criticism, while also addressing the play's historical
context and the history of its performance and adaptation.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Spangler:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because just their can do
in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
pre-school until university need that Aeschylus: Seven Against Thebes (Companions to Greek and Roman
Tragedy) to read.

Steve Bennett:

This book untitled Aeschylus: Seven Against Thebes (Companions to Greek and Roman Tragedy) to be one
of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot
of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Donald Corbett:

The e-book untitled Aeschylus: Seven Against Thebes (Companions to Greek and Roman Tragedy) is the
reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to
you. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Aeschylus: Seven Against Thebes
(Companions to Greek and Roman Tragedy) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Danielle Rucks:

Aeschylus: Seven Against Thebes (Companions to Greek and Roman Tragedy) can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
delight arrangement in writing Aeschylus: Seven Against Thebes (Companions to Greek and Roman
Tragedy) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial considering.
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