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In Always Already New, Lisa Gitelman explores the newness of new media while she asks what it means to
do media history. Using the examples of early recorded sound and digital networks, Gitelman challenges
readers to think about the ways that media work as the simultaneous subjects and instruments of historical
inquiry. Presenting original case studies of Edison's first phonographs and the Pentagon's first distributed
digital network, the ARPANET, Gitelman points suggestively toward similarities that underlie the cultural
definition of records (phonographic and not) at the end of the nineteenth century and the definition of
documents (digital and not) at the end of the twentieth. As a result, Always Already New speaks to present
concerns about the humanities as much as to the emergent field of new media studies. Records and
documents are kernels of humanistic thought, after all--part of and party to the cultural impulse to preserve
and interpret. Gitelman's argument suggests inventive contexts for "humanities computing" while also
offering a new perspective on such traditional humanities disciplines as literary history.Making extensive use
of archival sources, Gitelman describes the ways in which recorded sound and digitally networked text each
emerged as local anomalies that were yet deeply embedded within the reigning logic of public life and public
memory. In the end Gitelman turns to the World Wide Web and asks how the history of the Web is already
being told, how the Web might also resist history, and how using the Web might be producing the conditions
of its own historicity.
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From reader reviews:

Marcia Eberhart:

The book Always Already New: Media, History, and the Data of Culture (MIT Press) give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a
book Always Already New: Media, History, and the Data of Culture (MIT Press) being your habit, you can
get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like available and read a e-book Always Already New: Media, History,
and the Data of Culture (MIT Press). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia
or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Bradford Padgett:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all
people in the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Always
Already New: Media, History, and the Data of Culture (MIT Press). All type of book can you see on many
options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Lynette Petree:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Always Already New: Media, History,
and the Data of Culture (MIT Press) to read.

Harold Smith:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its
deal with may doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Always Already New: Media,
History, and the Data of Culture (MIT Press) why because the great cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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