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George Washington insisted that his portrait be painted with one. Daniel Boone created a legend with one.
Abraham Lincoln shot them on the White House lawn. And Teddy Roosevelt had his specially customized.

Now, in this first-of-its-kind book, historian Alexander Rose delivers a colorful, engrossing biography of an
American icon: the rifle. Drawing on the words of soldiers, inventors, and presidents, based on extensive
new research, and encompassing the Revolution to the present day, American Rifle is a balanced,
wonderfully entertaining history of this most essential firearm and its place in American culture.

In the eighteenth century American soldiers discovered that they no longer had to fight in Europe’s time-
honored way. With the evolution of the famed “Kentucky” Rifle—a weapon slow to load but devastatingly
accurate in the hands of a master—a new era of warfare dawned, heralding the birth of the American
individualist in battle.

In this spirited narrative, Alexander Rose reveals the hidden connections between the rifle’s development
and our nation’s history. We witness the high-stakes international competition to produce the most potent
gunpowder . . . how the mysterious arts of metallurgy, gunsmithing, and mass production played vital roles
in the creation of American economic supremacy . . . and the ways in which bitter infighting between rival
arms makers shaped diplomacy and influenced the most momentous decisions in American history. And we
learn why advances in rifle technology and ammunition triggered revolutions in military tactics, how
ballistics tests—frequently bizarre—were secretly conducted, and which firearms determined the course of
entire wars.

From physics to geopolitics, from frontiersmen to the birth of the National Rifle Association, from the battles
of the Revolution to the war in Iraq, American Rifle is a must read for history buffs, gun collectors,
soldiers—and anyone who seeks to understand the dynamic relationship between the rifle and this nation’s
history.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Hall:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will require this American Rifle: A Biography.

Kathleen Bosarge:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book entitled American Rifle: A
Biography? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Gail Beattie:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this
American Rifle: A Biography.

Burton Zinn:

The book untitled American Rifle: A Biography contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the
girl idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new
period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.
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