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Autonomy is often said to be the dominant ethical principle in modern bioethics, and it is also important in
law. Respect for autonomy is said to underpin the law of consent, which is theoretically designed to protect
the right of patients to make decisions based on their own values and for their own reasons. The notion that
consent underpins beneficent and lawful medical intervention is deeply rooted in the jurisprudence of
countries throughout the world. However, Autonomy, Consent and the Law challenges the relationship
between consent rules and autonomy, arguing that the very nature of the legal process inhibits its ability to
respect autonomy, specifically in cases where patients argue that their ability to act autonomously has been
reduced or denied as a result of the withholding of information which they would have wanted to receive.

Sheila McLean further argues that the bioethical debate about the true nature of autonomy – while rich and
challenging – has had little if any impact on the law. Using the alleged distinction between the individualistic
and the relational models of autonomy as a template, the author proposes that, while it might be assumed that
the version ostensibly preferred by law – roughly equivalent to the individualistic model – would be
transparently and consistently applied, in fact courts have vacillated between the two to achieve policy-based
objectives. This is highlighted by examination of four specific areas of the law which most readily lend
themselves to consideration of the application of the autonomy principle: namely refusal of life-sustaining
treatment and assisted dying, maternal/foetal issues, genetics and transplantation.

This book will be of great interest to scholars of medical law and bioethics.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Johnson:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Autonomy, Consent and the Law (Biomedical Law and
Ethics Library) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited
book with you?

Marvin Smith:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Autonomy, Consent and the Law
(Biomedical Law and Ethics Library) book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jack Godina:

The experience that you get from Autonomy, Consent and the Law (Biomedical Law and Ethics Library)
could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Autonomy, Consent and the Law
(Biomedical Law and Ethics Library) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this
e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy
to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this kind of Autonomy, Consent and the Law (Biomedical Law and Ethics
Library) instantly.

John Coffin:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Autonomy, Consent and the Law (Biomedical Law and Ethics Library) will give you new
experience in reading a book.
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