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Winner of the Bancroft Prize: Through a gripping narrative based on massive new research, a leading
historian reshapes our understanding of the Civil War.

Our standard Civil War histories tell a reassuring story of the triumph, in an inevitable conflict, of the
dynamic, free-labor North over the traditional, slave-based South, vindicating the freedom principles built
into the nation's foundations.

But at the time, on the borderlands of Pennsylvania and Virginia, no one expected war, and no one knew
how it would turn out. The one certainty was that any war between the states would be fought in their fields
and streets.

Edward L. Ayers gives us a different Civil War, built on an intimate scale. He charts the descent into war in
the Great Valley spanning Pennsylvania and Virginia. Connected by strong ties of every kind, including the
tendrils of slavery, the people of this borderland sought alternatives to secession and war. When none
remained, they took up war with startling intensity. As this book relays with a vivid immediacy, it came to
their doorsteps in hunger, disease, and measureless death. Ayers's Civil War emerges from the lives of
everyday people as well as those who helped shape history—John Brown and Frederick Douglass, Lincoln,
Jackson, and Lee. His story ends with the valley ravaged, Lincoln's support fragmenting, and Confederate
forces massing for a battle at Gettysburg.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Allen:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept In the Presence
of Mine Enemies: The Civil War in the Heart of America, 1859-1864 (Valley of the Shadow Project)
suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled In the
Presence of Mine Enemies: The Civil War in the Heart of America, 1859-1864 (Valley of the Shadow
Project)is the one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world on this book.

Donald Chen:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to reading a
guide. The book In the Presence of Mine Enemies: The Civil War in the Heart of America, 1859-1864
(Valley of the Shadow Project) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create
this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Tara Cassell:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is In the Presence of Mine Enemies: The Civil War in the Heart of
America, 1859-1864 (Valley of the Shadow Project) this guide consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Cherie Fidler:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This In the Presence of Mine Enemies: The Civil War in the Heart



of America, 1859-1864 (Valley of the Shadow Project) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a
geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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