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It is a testament to the enduring power andbeauty of Jane Kenyon's poetry that many people even those not
particularly interested inpoetry know her work. What forces andinfluences shaped Kenyon's work? And
whatshaped her as a person and a poet? These arethe questions John Timmerman seeks to answerin "Jane
Kenyon: A Literary Life.

In the opening chapters Timmerman gives avivid portrait of Kenyon, one made possible bythe use of
previously unpublished journals, personalpapers, and the recollections of her husband, the poet Donald Hall.
Timmerman enriches thisdramatic portrait by exploring, volume by volume, the form and substance of
Kenyon's work.

By frequently examining the multiple draftsthat Kenyon wrote in the process of reaching afinished poem,
Timmerman reveals how she refinedideas, images, and language until a poemwas honed to its essence. She
was especially interestedin the "luminous particular, " the arrestingimage that would focus a poem. She also
tookcare to use simple, grounded language andnatural objects and events often drawing onand reflecting on
the life she lived at Eagle PondFarm in rural New Hampshire.

Throughout her life Kenyon struggled withdepression, but she never let it define her or herwork. She also
struggled with her faith almostconstantly, but she was able to write poems ofgreat beauty and spiritual
consolation. Yet Kenyonwas cut down in the prime of her writing life byleukemia, and Timmerman ends the
volume byexploring Hall's mourning of her death in"Without,  a powerful collection of poems. Thisfull-
orbed, often moving study of Kenyon's lifeshows why her literary voice continues to touchreaders with its
beauty, grace, andpower.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia McGuire:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Jane Kenyon: A Literary Life
is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Linda Gordon:

The book Jane Kenyon: A Literary Life has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading
this book.

Cleta Blackwell:

Jane Kenyon: A Literary Life can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Jane Kenyon: A Literary Life yet doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
imagining.

Doris Garcia:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Jane Kenyon: A Literary Life can be the
reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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