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Long considered an urban phenomenon, industrialization also transformed the American countryside. Lou
Martin weaves the narrative of how the relocation of steel and pottery factories to Hancock County, West
Virginia, created a rural and small-town working class--and what that meant for communities and for labor.

As Martin shows, access to land in and around steel and pottery towns allowed residents to preserve rural
habits and culture. Workers in these places valued place and local community. Because of their belief in
localism, an individualistic ethic of 'making do,' and company loyalty, they often worked to place limits on
union influence. At the same time, this localism allowed workers to adapt to the dictates of industrial
capitalism and a continually changing world on their own terms--and retain rural ways to a degree unknown
among their urbanized peers. Throughout, Martin ties these themes to illuminating discussions of capital
mobility, the ways in which changing work experiences defined gender roles, and the persistent myth that
modernizing forces bulldozed docile local cultures.
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From reader reviews:

Sonja Johnson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Smokestacks in the Hills: Rural-
Industrial Workers in West Virginia (The Working Class in American History) book because book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Jenni Roberts:

The event that you get from Smokestacks in the Hills: Rural-Industrial Workers in West Virginia (The
Working Class in American History) is a more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words
the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Smokestacks
in the Hills: Rural-Industrial Workers in West Virginia (The Working Class in American History) giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through
anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Smokestacks in the Hills: Rural-Industrial Workers
in West Virginia (The Working Class in American History) instantly.

Sara Kelly:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Smokestacks in the Hills: Rural-Industrial Workers in West Virginia (The Working Class in American
History), it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Lois Huseby:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Smokestacks in the Hills: Rural-Industrial Workers in West Virginia (The Working Class in
American History) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a



guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The
Smokestacks in the Hills: Rural-Industrial Workers in West Virginia (The Working Class in American
History) giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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