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Barry Unsworth returns to the terrain of his Booker Prize-winning novel Sacred Hunger, this time following
Sullivan, the Irish fiddler, and Erasmus Kemp, son of a Liverpool slave ship owner who hanged himself. It is
the spring of 1767, and to avenge his father's death, Erasmus Kemp has had the rebellious sailors of his
father's ship, including Sullivan, brought back to London to stand trial on charges of mutiny and piracy. But
as the novel opens, a blithe Sullivan has escaped and is making his way on foot to the north of England,
stealing as he goes and sleeping where he can.

His destination is Thorpe in the East Durham coalfields, where his dead shipmate, Billy Blair, lived: he has
pledged to tell the family how Billy met his end.

In this village, Billy's sister, Nan, and her miner husband, James Bordon, live with their three sons, all
destined to follow their father down the pit. The youngest, only seven, is enjoying his last summer
aboveground.

Meanwhile, in London, a passionate anti-slavery campaigner, Frederick Ashton, gets involved in a second
case relating to the lost ship. Erasmus Kemp wants compensation for the cargo of sick slaves who were
thrown overboard to drown, and Ashton is representing the insurers who dispute his claim. Despite their
polarized views on slavery, Ashton's beautiful sister, Jane, encounters Erasmus Kemp and finds herself
powerfully attracted to him.

Lord Spenton, who owns coal mines in East-Durham, has extravagant habits and is pressed for money. When
he applies to the Kemp merchant bank for a loan, Erasmus sees a business opportunity of the kind he has
long been hoping for, a way of gaining entry into Britain's rapidly developing and highly profitable coal and
steel industries.
Thus he too makes his way north, to the very same village that Sullivan is heading for . . .

With historical sweep and deep pathos, Unsworth explores the struggles of the powerless and the captive
against the rich and the powerful, and what weight mercy may throw on the scales of justice.
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From reader reviews:

Roderick Donnell:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a reserve. The book The Quality of Mercy: A Novel it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from
the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Lisa Cook:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great deal
of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you
have read is definitely The Quality of Mercy: A Novel.

Gina Dana:

This The Quality of Mercy: A Novel is great book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it.
So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Quality
of Mercy: A Novel in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this e-
book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Jessica Sarmiento:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Quality of Mercy: A Novel can be the
solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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