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This remarkably rich and multifaceted study of early Greek exploration makes an original contribution to
current discussions of the encounters between Greeks and non-Greeks. Focusing in particular on myths about
Odysseus and other heroes who visited foreign lands on their mythical voyages homeward after the Trojan
War, Irad Malkin shows how these stories functioned to mediate encounters and conceptualize ethnicity and
identity during the Archaic and Classical periods. Synthesizing a wide range of archaeological, mythological,
and literary sources, this exceptionally learned book strengthens our understanding of early Greek
exploration and city-founding along the coasts of the Western Mediterranean, reconceptualizes the role of
myth in ancient societies, and revitalizes our understanding of ethnicity in antiquity.

Malkin shows how the figure of Odysseus became a proto-colonial hero whose influence transcended the
Greek-speaking world. The return-myths constituted a generative mythology, giving rise to oral poems,
stories, iconographic imagery, rituals, historiographical interpretation, and the articulation of ethnic
identities. Reassessing the role of Homer and alternative return-myths, the book argues for the active
historical function of myth and collective representations and traces their changing roles through a spectrum
of colonial perceptions—from the proto-colonial, through justifications of expansion and annexation, and up
to decolonization.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Branson:

Often the book The Returns of Odysseus: Colonization and Ethnicity has a lot associated with on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Randy Scott:

The reason why? Because this The Returns of Odysseus: Colonization and Ethnicity is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So
, it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Carl Kile:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Returns of Odysseus: Colonization and
Ethnicity publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism The Returns of Odysseus:
Colonization and Ethnicity as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can
break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Ethelyn Allen:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Returns of Odysseus: Colonization and
Ethnicity can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Returns of Odysseus:
Colonization and Ethnicity.
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