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A groundbreaking new biography of one of the twentieth century's most important poets

On the fiftieth anniversary of the death of T. S. Eliot, the award-winning biographer Robert Crawford
presents us with the first volume of a comprehensive account of this poetic genius. Young Eliot traces the life
of the twentieth century's most important poet from his childhood in St. Louis to the publication of his
revolutionary poem The Waste Land. Crawford provides readers with a new understanding of the
foundations of some of the most widely read poems in the English language through his depiction of Eliot's
childhood—laced with tragedy and shaped by an idealistic, bookish family in which knowledge of saints and
martyrs was taken for granted—as well as through his exploration of Eliot's marriage to Vivien Haigh-Wood,
a woman who believed she loved Eliot "in a way that destroys us both."
Quoting extensively from Eliot's poetry and prose as well as drawing on new interviews, archives, and
previously undisclosed memoirs, Crawford shows how the poet's background in Missouri, Massachusetts,
and Paris made him a lightning rod for modernity. Most impressively, Young Eliot reveals the way he
accessed his inner life—his anguishes and his fears—and blended them with his omnivorous reading to
create his masterpieces "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock" and The Waste Land. At last, we experience
T. S. Eliot in all his tender complexity as student and lover, penitent and provocateur, banker and
philosopher—but most of all, Young Eliot shows us as an epoch-shaping poet struggling to make art among
personal disasters.
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From reader reviews:

James Walton:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Young Eliot: From St. Louis to The Waste Land book is readable through
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Young
Eliot: From St. Louis to The Waste Land content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you
continue to thinking Young Eliot: From St. Louis to The Waste Land is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Benjamin Munk:

The reserve with title Young Eliot: From St. Louis to The Waste Land has a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Belinda Smith:

The book Young Eliot: From St. Louis to The Waste Land has a lot info on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Tammy Schuler:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Young Eliot: From St. Louis to The Waste Land
can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Young Eliot: From St. Louis
to The Waste Land.
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