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Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject American Studies - Miscellaneous, grade: 1,3, Free
University of Berlin (John-F.-Kennedy-Institut), language: English, abstract: The dropping of two US
nuclear bombs on Japan ended World War II in the Pacific. By then little was known about the pathological
implications such an act of war would have on the Japanese civilian victims. The weapons had barely been
tested before deployment and the potential consequences of the radioactive fallout were not yet fully
understood. The first practical use of the bomb together with all its casualties initiated a future policy of
deterrence. It was apparent what can happen if you go to war with a nuclear power. Still, no other nuclear
weapon has ever since been deployed as an act of war.
In this research paper I will analyze the Duck and Cover propaganda short issued by the Federal Civil
Defense Administration in the early 1950s as the primary source. I will focus on the content of the episode,
its structural and cinematic means, and its desired and achieved affects toward its target audience. What were
the reasons and goals behind this far-fetched and committed civil defense operation? Is it seen as an
outspoken domestic act out of moral obligation from the government that comes with the responsibility of
being a nuclear power? Was the nuclear fallout – which the film thoroughly neglects as a danger – really not
known to the government at this point in time or was this knowledge deliberately held from the public? This
last question defines greatly the core meaning of the film in historical terms. Eventually it determines
whether Duck and Cover was merely a naïve piece of safety education or just a good excuse for conditioning
a whole generation (as well as its parents) to the ideological challenges of the forthcoming decades of the
Cold War.
This humble paper alone cannot answer all these questions but rather build a basis for extended research on
the topic. Sources indicate that in government circles the secondary dangers that emanate from a nuclear
blast like radioactive fall-out were at least partially known if not already scientifically proven at the time.
The question about the decision to keep such knowledge from the broad public goes beyond the primary
analysis this paper can provide.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Kirk:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Duck and Cover - Propaganda for the Atomic
Age seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information.
It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Duck and Cover - Propaganda for the Atomic Age is not only
giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Duck and
Cover - Propaganda for the Atomic Age. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Justin Davis:

This Duck and Cover - Propaganda for the Atomic Age book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. That Duck and Cover - Propaganda for the Atomic Age without we know teach the one who reading it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Duck and Cover - Propaganda for the
Atomic Age can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Duck and Cover - Propaganda for the Atomic Age
having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Wayne Hankinson:

Often the book Duck and Cover - Propaganda for the Atomic Age will bring that you the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Duck and Cover - Propaganda for the Atomic Age
is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Cheryl Lopez:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
Duck and Cover - Propaganda for the Atomic Age.
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