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It is widely accepted that English is the first truly global language and lingua franca. Its dominance has even
led to its use and adaptation by local communities for their own purposes and needs. One might see English
in this context as being simply a neutral, universal vehicle for the expression of local thoughts and ideas. In
fact, English words and phrases have embedded in them a wealth of cultural baggage that is invisible to most
native speakers. Anna Wierzbicka, a distinguished linguist known for her theories of semantics, has written
the first book that connects the English language with what she terms "Anglo" culture.

Wierzbicka points out that language and culture are not just interconnected, but inseparable. This is evident
to non-speakers trying to learn puzzling English expressions. She uses original research to investigate the
"universe of meaning" within the English language (both grammar and vocabulary) and places it in historical
and geographical perspective. For example, she looks at the history of the terms "right" and "wrong" and
how with the influence of the Reformation "right" came to mean "correct." She examines the ideas of
"fairness" and "reasonableness" and shows that, far from being cultural universals, they are in fact unique
creations of modern English. This engrossing and fascinating work of scholarship should appeal not only to
linguists and others concerned with language and culture, but the large group of scholars studying English
and English as a second language.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Duncan:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take English: Meaning and Culture as the daily resource
information.

Terry White:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the guide untitled English: Meaning and Culture can be great book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Bruce Parisien:

Beside this particular English: Meaning and Culture in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
English: Meaning and Culture because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Barbara Rubio:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book English: Meaning and Culture was filled with regards to science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era
like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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