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Folk music is more than an idealized reminder of a simper past. It reveals a great deal about present-day
understandings of community and belonging. It celebrates the shared traditions that define a group or nation.
In America, folk music--from African American spirituals to English ballads and protest songs--renders the
imagined community more tangible and comprises a critical component of our diverse national heritage.

 

In "I Hear America Singing," Rachel Donaldson traces the vibrant history of the twentieth-century folk
music revival from its origins in the 1930s through its end in the late 1960s. She investigates the relationship
between the revival and concepts of nationalism, showing how key figures in the revival--including Pete
Seeger , Alan Lomax, Moses Asch, and Ralph Rinzler--used songs to influence the ways in which Americans
understood the values, the culture, and the people of their own nation.

 

As Donaldson chronicles how cultural norms were shaped over the course of the mid-twentieth century, she
underscores how various groups within the revival and their views shifted over time. "I Hear America
Singing" provides a stirring account of how and why the revivalists sustained their culturally pluralist and
politically democratic Americanism over this tumultuous period in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Streeter:

This "I Hear America Singing": Folk Music and National Identity book is not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. That "I Hear America Singing": Folk Music and National Identity without we
understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry
"I Hear America Singing": Folk Music and National Identity can bring any time you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This "I Hear America Singing": Folk Music and National Identity having fine arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Alberto Redden:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a publication. The book "I Hear America Singing": Folk Music and
National Identity it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book has high quality.

John Kirk:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this "I Hear America Singing": Folk Music
and National Identity book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty "I Hear America Singing": Folk
Music and National Identity as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that
can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Ruth Coleman:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book "I Hear America Singing": Folk Music and National Identity was
filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research



competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
just wanted.
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