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FEW periods of our history seem drearier and more unprofitable to one who follows the mere course of
political events than the two hundred years which close with the submission of the English states to
Ecgberht. The petty and ineffectual strife of the Three Kingdoms, Northumbria, Mercia, and Wessex,
presents few features of human interest, while we are without the means of explaining the sudden revolutions
which raise and depress their power, or their final subsidence into isolation and inaction. It is only when we
view it from within that we see the importance of the time. It was, in fact, an age of revolution – an age in
which mighty changes were passing over every phase of the life of Englishmen; an age in which heathendom
was passing into Christianity, the tribal king into the national ruler, the ætheling into the thegn; an age in
which Eng lish society saw the beginnings of the change which transformed the noble into a lord, and the
free ceorl into a dependent or a serf; an age in which new moral conceptions told on the fabric of our early
jurisprudence, and in which custom began to harden into written law. Without, the new England again
became a member of the European commonwealth; while within, the very springs of national life were
touched by the mingling of new blood with the blood of the nation itself.
            The ethnological character of the country had, in fact, changed since the close of the age of conquest.
The area of the ground subject to English rule was far greater than in the days of Ceawlin or Æthelfrith, but
in the character of its population the portion added was very different from the earlier area; for while the
Britons had been wholly driven off from the eastern half of the island, in the western part they remained as
subjects of the conquerors. It was thus that in Ecgberht’s day Britain had come to consist of three long belts
of country, two of which stretched side by side from the utmost north to the utmost south, and the population
of each of which was absolutely diverse. Between the eastern coast and a line which we may draw along the
Selkirk and Yorkshire moorlands to the Cotswolds and Selwood, lay a people of wholly English blood.
Westward again of the Tamar, of the western hills of Herefordshire, and of Offa’s Dyke, lay a people whose
blood was wholly Celtic. Between them, from the Lune to the coast of Dorset and Devon, ran the lands of the
Wealhcyn – of folks, that is, in whose veins British and English blood were already blending together and
presaging in their mingling a wider blending of these elements in the nation as a whole…
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From reader reviews:

Richard Delarosa:

The book The Conquest of England can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The Conquest of England? Wide variety
you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take
for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Conquest of England has
simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous
world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Thomas Evans:

Often the book The Conquest of England has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this
book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

James Scott:

This The Conquest of England is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Conquest of England can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People
who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So
, don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

George Hyler:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something
by book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these
claims The Conquest of England.
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