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• A Boston Globe Best Book of 2015 •

“A penetrating examination of how the elite college football programs have become ‘giant entertainment
businesses that happened to do a little education on the side.’”—Mark Kram, The New York Times

Two-time Pulitzer-Prize-winning journalist Gilbert M. Gaul offers a riveting and sometimes shocking look
inside the money culture of college football and how it has come to dominate a surprising number of colleges
and universities. 

Over the past decade college football has not only doubled in size, but its elite programs have become a
$2.5-billion-a-year entertainment business, with lavishly paid coaches, lucrative television deals, and
corporate sponsors eager to slap their logos on everything from scoreboards to footballs and uniforms. Profit
margins among the top football schools range from 60% to 75%—results that dwarf those of such high-
profile companies as Apple, Facebook, and Microsoft—yet thanks to the support of their football-mad
representatives in Congress, teams aren’t required to pay taxes. In most cases, those windfalls are not passed
on to the universities themselves, but flow directly back into their athletic departments.

College presidents have been unwilling or powerless to stop a system that has spawned a wildly profligate
infrastructure of coaches, trainers, marketing gurus, and a growing cadre of bureaucrats whose sole purpose
is to ensure that players remain academically eligible to play. From the University of Oregon’s lavish $42
million academic center for athletes to Alabama coach Nick Saban’s $7 million paycheck—ten times what
the school pays its president, and 70 times what a full-time professor there earns—Gaul examines in depth
the extraordinary financial model that supports college football and the effect it has had not only on other
athletic programs but on academic ones as well.

What are the consequences when college football coaches are the highest paid public employees in over half
the states in an economically troubled country, or when football players at some schools receive ten times the
amount of scholarship awards that academically gifted students do? Billion-Dollar Ball considers these and
many other issues in a compelling account of how an astonishingly wealthy sports franchise has begun to
reframe campus values and distort the fundamental academic mission of our universities.
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From reader reviews:

Dawn Dustin:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey Through the Big-
Money Culture of College Football book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

David Mandujano:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Billion-Dollar
Ball: A Journey Through the Big-Money Culture of College Football suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey
Through the Big-Money Culture of College Footballis one of several books that will everyone read now.
This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Louise Guest:

Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey Through the Big-Money Culture of College Football can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement
in writing Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey Through the Big-Money Culture of College Football yet doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you
can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Nicole Powell:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need
more time to be study. Billion-Dollar Ball: A Journey Through the Big-Money Culture of College Football
can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.
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