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In 1932 the Al Saud family incorporated the Kingdom of the Hijaz into the new Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
The Hijazis became a people without a country of their own, who nonetheless have since retained a separate
cultural consciousness. Cradle of Islam focuses on contemporary Hijazi life and culture, made subservient to
the dominant national rules of Saudi Arabia, as dictated by a political and religious elite rooted in the central
Najd region of the country.
The urban, cosmopolitan culture of Mecca and Medina in the heartland of the Hijaz flourished under the
Hashemite 'Ashraf', particularly during Ottoman rule in the Arabian peninsula. By contrast, Saudi power has
consistently pursued a national project aimed at subverting any non-Najdi regional distinctiveness. But the
enormous resources of the Saudi state have been insufficient to assimilate or tame Saudi Arabia's regional
cultures. The Al Saud family could dominate
but they could not integrate. Cradle of Islam is the product of in-depth research in Mecca, Medina, Jeddah,
Taif and other parts of the Hijaz. It documents the Hijazi urban elites'
resistance to the Saudi national project. Set in their historical context, accounts of Hijazis' everyday life
reveal their response against 'Najdification'. The Hijazis express their identity by establishing clear cultural
boundaries to distinguish themselves as specifically Hijazis. The self-conscious distinctiveness and perceived
superior ways of the Hijazi awai'l - the elite group of Hijazi families - constantly emphasise their identity and
culture as a kind of subtle unspoken challenge to Najdi domination. Every detail of Hijazi life - rites of
passage ceremonies, food, language, dress and religious rituals - become an announcement of identity. In the
process this can often create an exaggerated sense of selfimportance that is laced with its own pretensions.

Cradle of Islam is based on an insider's account of the hidden world of the Hijazi. In a climate of increasing
interest in Saudi Arabia, this extraordinarily original book makes a crucial contribution to a better
understanding of the dilemmas facing the Saudi state.

‘My father was born in Mecca and much of what I have read here reminds me of

my father, grandfather and relations. Mai Yamani has provided us with a unique

perspective on the Hijaz. This is an invaluable contribution to the social and

political history of a hitherto largely unknown, ignored and unrecognised people.

An irrefutably powerful argument for the preservation of cultural identity, respect

for human dignity and a celebration of our human diversity.’

— HRH Prince Hassan of Jordan

‘Mai Yamani is consistently the sharpest observer of modern Saudi Arabia and paints a vivid picture of the



cauldron of political and religious divisions that are tearing it apart. This is a major contribution to the study
of Arab diversity – at a time when the West urgently needs to understand it.’ — Tim Sebastian, BBC Hard
Talk

‘A vivid and vibrant picture of Hijazi society and its transformations in the twentieth century, from intimate
domestic culture to public performance and political ritual. A particular insight into female society and its
active culture.’ — Sami Zubaida, Professor of Sociology at Birkbeck College, University of London

‘Dr. Mai Yamani’s book is a real delight. She penetrates the external Saudi covering layer, to reveal the
Hijazi socio-cultural existence, and its customs and social structure in vibrant colours. Her analysis is
descriptive interpretation at its best.’ — Joseph Kostiner, co-editor of Tribes: State Formation in the Middle
East

‘Mai Yamani’s book is a very rare thing. A detailed, informative and rigorous investigation into the most
important but understudied country in the Middle East: Saudi Arabia. Yamani’s book should be required
reading for anyone trying to understand the evolution of Saudi Arabia, its place in Middle Eastern politics
and why it has come to play such an...
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From reader reviews:

Eric McDonald:

This book untitled Cradle of Islam: The Hijaz and the Quest for Identity in Saudi Arabia to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Kathryn Kern:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Cradle of Islam: The Hijaz and the Quest for Identity in Saudi
Arabia why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Anthony Lucas:

This Cradle of Islam: The Hijaz and the Quest for Identity in Saudi Arabia is great book for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can declare
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Cradle of Islam: The Hijaz and the Quest for Identity in Saudi Arabia in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or
fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Anthony Davidson:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Cradle of Islam: The Hijaz and the Quest for Identity in Saudi Arabia we can get
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this
book Cradle of Islam: The Hijaz and the Quest for Identity in Saudi Arabia. You can more appealing than
now.
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