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Between 1875 and 1920, Chicago's homicide rate more than quadrupled, making it the most violent major
urban center in the United States--or, in the words of Lincoln Steffens, "first in violence, deepest in dirt." In
many ways, however, Chicago became more orderly as it grew. Hundreds of thousands of newcomers
poured into the city, yet levels of disorder fell and rates of drunkenness, brawling, and accidental death
dropped. But if Chicagoans became less volatile and less impulsive, they also became more homicidal.

Based on an analysis of nearly six thousand homicide cases, First in Violence, Deepest in Dirt examines the
ways in which industrialization, immigration, poverty, ethnic and racial conflict, and powerful cultural forces
reshaped city life and generated soaring levels of lethal violence. Drawing on suicide notes, deathbed
declarations, courtroom testimony, and commutation petitions, Jeffrey Adler reveals the pressures fueling
murders in turn-of-the-century Chicago. During this era Chicagoans confronted social and cultural pressures
powerful enough to trigger surging levels of spouse killing and fatal robberies. Homicide shifted from the
swaggering rituals of plebeian masculinity into family life and then into street life.

From rage killers to the "Baby Bandit Quartet," Adler offers a dramatic portrait of Chicago during a period in
which the characteristic elements of modern homicide in America emerged.
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Hess:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you reading a
book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this First in Violence,
Deepest in Dirt: Homicide in Chicago, 1875 - 1920, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Johnnie Lewis:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the entire day to reading a book. The book First in Violence, Deepest in Dirt: Homicide in Chicago, 1875 -
1920 it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book features high quality.

Meredith Butler:

Beside this kind of First in Violence, Deepest in Dirt: Homicide in Chicago, 1875 - 1920 in your phone, it
may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have First in Violence, Deepest in Dirt: Homicide in Chicago, 1875 - 1920
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's
about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot
be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book along with read it from now!

Faye Pearson:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that.
What you have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books.
One of the books in the top record in your reading list is First in Violence, Deepest in Dirt: Homicide in



Chicago, 1875 - 1920. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning
out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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