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From New Yorker staff writer and Harvard historian Jill Lepore, the dark, spellbinding tale of her restless
search for the long-lost, longest book ever written, a century-old manuscript called “The Oral History of Our
Time.”

Joe Gould, a madman, believed he was the most brilliant historian of the twentieth century. So did some of
his friends, a group of modernist writers and artists that included E. E. Cummings, Marianne Moore, William
Carlos Williams, John Dos Passos, and Ezra Pound. Gould began his life’s work before the First World War,
announcing that he intended to write down nearly everything anyone ever said to him. “I am trying to
preserve as much detail as I can about the normal life of every day people,” he explained, because “as a rule,
history does not deal with such small fry.” By 1942, when The New Yorker published a profile of Gould
written by the reporter Joseph Mitchell, Gould’s manuscript had grown to more than nine million words. But
when Gould died in 1957, in a mental hospital, the manuscript was nowhere to be found. Then, in 1964, in
“Joe Gould’s Secret,” a second profile, Mitchell claimed that “The Oral History of Our Time” had been, all
along, merely a figment of Gould’s imagination. Lepore, unpersuaded, decided to find out.  

Joe Gould’s Teeth is a Poe-like tale of detection, madness, and invention. Digging through archives all over
the country, Lepore unearthed evidence that “The Oral History of Our Time” did in fact once exist. Relying
on letters, scraps, and Gould’s own diaries and notebooks—including volumes of his lost
manuscript—Lepore argues that Joe Gould’s real secret had to do with sex and the color line, with
modernists’ relationship to the Harlem Renaissance, and, above all, with Gould’s terrifying obsession with
the African American sculptor Augusta Savage. In ways that even Gould himself could not have imagined,
what Gould wrote down really is a history of our time: unsettling and ferocious.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Gibson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Joe Gould's Teeth.

Charles Malone:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the guide untitled Joe Gould's Teeth can be excellent book to read. May be it can be
best activity to you.

Paul Kennedy:

Precisely why? Because this Joe Gould's Teeth is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting
for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than
the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Jeannine Lawson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Joe Gould's Teeth or maybe others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to
include their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Joe Gould's Teeth to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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