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'They hang the man and flog the woman That steal the goose from off the common, But let the greater villain
loose That steals the common from the goose.' - Traditional nursery rhyme Until a 1998 federal court
decision, a Minnesota publisher claimed to own every federal court decision, including Roe v. Wade and
Brown v. Board of Education. A Texas company was recently allowed to calm a patent on basmati rice, a
kind of rice grown in India for hundreds of years. The Mining Act of 1872 is still in effect, allowing
companies to buy land from the government at USD5 and acre if they pan to mine it. These are resources that
belong to al of use, yet they are being given away to companies with anything but the common interest in
mind. Where was the public outcry, or the government intervention, when these were happening? The
answers are alarming. Private corporations are consuming the resources that the American people
collectively own at a staggering rate, and the government is not protecting the commons on our behalf. In
Silent Theft , David Bollier exposes the audacious attempts of companies to appropriate medical
breakthroughs, public airwaves, outer space, state research, and even the DNA of plants and animals.
Amazingly, these abuses often go unnoticed, Bollier argues, because we have lost our ability to see the
commons. Publicly funded technological innovations create common wealth (cell phone airwaves, internet
addresses, gene sequences) at blinding speed, while an economic atmosphere of deregulation and
privatization ensures they will be quickly bought and sold. In an age of market triumphalism, does the notion
of the commons have any practical meaning? Crisp and revelatory, Silent Theft is a bold attempt to develop a
new language of the commons, a new ethos of commonwealth in the face of a market ethic that knows no
bounds.
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From reader reviews:

Maribel Davenport:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Silent Theft: The Private Plunder of
Our Common Wealth book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jaime McKenney:

This Silent Theft: The Private Plunder of Our Common Wealth is new way for you who has intense curiosity
to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Silent Theft: The Private Plunder of Our
Common Wealth can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book
is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean
in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Joan Ortega:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the
top record in your reading list is actually Silent Theft: The Private Plunder of Our Common Wealth. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Megan Jordan:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Silent Theft: The Private Plunder of Our
Common Wealth to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise
is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a
book and study it. Beside that the guide Silent Theft: The Private Plunder of Our Common Wealth can to be
your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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