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Drawing on the results of his own scholarly research as well as that of others the author offers, for the first
time, a comprehensive and documented history of theories of the atom from Democritus to the twentieth
century. This is not history for its own sake. By critically reflecting on the various versions of atomic
theories of the past the author is able to grapple with the question of what sets scientific knowledge apart
from other kinds of knowledge, philosophical knowledge in particular. He thereby engages historically with
issues concerning the nature and status of scientific knowledge that were dealt with in a more abstract way in
his What Is This Thing Called Science?, a book that has been a standard text in philosophy of science for
three decades and which is available in nineteen languages. Speculations about the fundamental structure of
matter from Democritus to the seventeenth-century mechanical philosophers and beyond are construed as
categorically distinct from atomic theories amenable to experimental investigation and support and as
contributing little to the latter from a historical point of view. The thesis will provoke historians and
philosophers of science alike and will require a revision of a range of standard views in the history of science
and philosophy. The book is key reading for students and scholars in History and Philosophy of Science and
will be instructive for and provide a challenge to philosophers, historians and scientists more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Thelma Scott:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Scientist's Atom and the
Philosopher's Stone: 279 (Boston Studies in the Philosophy and History of Science) book as beginner and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Lonnie Hammer:

Here thing why this The Scientist's Atom and the Philosopher's Stone: 279 (Boston Studies in the Philosophy
and History of Science) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The
Scientist's Atom and the Philosopher's Stone: 279 (Boston Studies in the Philosophy and History of Science)
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no
publication that similar with The Scientist's Atom and the Philosopher's Stone: 279 (Boston Studies in the
Philosophy and History of Science). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties
in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Scientist's Atom and the Philosopher's Stone: 279 (Boston
Studies in the Philosophy and History of Science) in e-book can be your choice.

Leroy Ange:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The
Scientist's Atom and the Philosopher's Stone: 279 (Boston Studies in the Philosophy and History of Science)
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
The Scientist's Atom and the Philosopher's Stone: 279 (Boston Studies in the Philosophy and History of
Science)is a single of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend
the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see
the represented of the world in this book.

Jonathan Solis:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or



picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Scientist's Atom and the
Philosopher's Stone: 279 (Boston Studies in the Philosophy and History of Science) can be great book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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