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In January 1856, Margaret Garner and her family were at the center of one of the most dramatic and
intensely contested fugitive slave cases in the nation's history. Just hours after escaping slavery in Kentucky
and taking refuge in a home in Cincinnati, the Garners were cornered by authorities. As the captors sought to
enter the house, Garner killed her two-and-a-half-year-old daughter, Mary. Reports suggested that she had
tried to kill her three other children, too. These events were instantly sensationalized in the media,
stimulating heated debates throughout the country: What did it mean that a mother would rather kill her
children than see them returned to a life in slavery? What should happen to Margaret Garner? The conflicting
answers to these questions exposed the fault lines over slavery within a nation already drifting toward civil
war.
 
While Garner's story has famously inspired Toni Morrison's most celebrated novel, Beloved, the details of
the actual events remain largely unknown. In Who Speaks for Margaret Garner? Mark Reinhardt has
assembled the most important primary documents concerning the case and its aftermath-newspaper accounts
of the Garner family's escape, capture, and trial; sermons; editorials; legislative debates; and literary
responses-opening up a new perspective on American culture and society on the eve of the Civil War.

Immersing readers in a wealth of fascinating documentary evidence, this book offers not only a singular
exploration of antebellum America's debates over such contentious issues as slavery and freedom, race and
gender, party and region, and law and politics, but also an engrossing introduction to the work of historical
and cultural interpretation.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Robinson:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Who Speaks for Margaret Garner? will make you to
end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some
of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Linda Williams:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important usually. The book Who Speaks for Margaret Garner?
ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information.
It is rather advantages for you. The guide Who Speaks for Margaret Garner? is not only giving you much
more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Who Speaks for Margaret Garner?.
You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Mark Brainerd:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Who Speaks for Margaret Garner? can be the
reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading
in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Lisa Gregory:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Who Speaks for Margaret Garner?. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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